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Week of Sep. 26, 2019 


Representatives fics CUPE Oniaria, including Peel eaeher take part ina rally held in Mississauga’s city centre on June z 2019. 
CUPE is planning a work-to-rule campaign throughout the province, set to begin Monday. (PWN Staff Photo) 


The stage is set for a shakeup in Peel 
schools, as administrative assistants, 
clerical workers and custodians are 
scheduled to work-to-rule this Mon- 
day. 

The Canadian Union of Public Em- 
ployees (CUPE) of Ontario voted in 
favour of taking job action Wednesday 
morning, with its decision set to im- 
pact the Peel District School Board, 
along with other boards across the 
province. 

The union, which represents 55,000 
employees, said it will begin its work- 
to-rule campaign on Monday. The 
union represents custodians, clerical 
workers and early childhood educa- 
tors. In Peel, CUPE represents admin- 
istrative assistants, library technicians, 


custodial, maintenance and 
audio/video repair staff. Although 
CUPE includes Early Childhood Educa- 
tors are members of other school 
boards, they are not represented by 
CUPE in the Peel board. 

"At this time, Peel District School 
Board staff are reviewing the job ac- 
tion directive from CUPE... to deter- 
mine the impact these will have on 
school and work site operations, and to 
learning and working," the school 
board said in a statement Wednesday 
morning. Schools in Peel will remain 
open during the strike. 

CUPE's Ontario School Board Council 
of Unions president Laura Walton said 
Wednesday morning that the union 
has always mentioned putting the pro- 
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tection of educational services at the 
heart of any decision it makes. 

“This year, we’ve seen those services 
decimated: school libraries closed over 
students’ lunch breaks because there 
aren’t enough library workers; school 
cleaning cut to the point that custodi- 
ans are told they can only vacuum 
kindergarten classrooms once a week; 
eight or nine students with special 
needs now supported by a single edu- 
cation assistant; communications with 
parents affected because some schools 
have lost their school secretaries,” said 
Walton, who bargains centrally on be- 
half of the union's 55,000 training 
workers. 
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Peel school workers set for CUPE work-to-rule campaign 


Continued from Pg 1 


Two days of last-minute 
contract meetings are sched- 
uled for Saturday and Sunday, 
as the union is scheduled to 
meet with the Council of 
Trustees' Associations and the 
province to discuss the cam- 
paign. 

Education Minister Stephen 
Lecce said that the govern- 


ment remains focused on de- 


livering a deal that "gives stu- 
dents and parents predictabil- 
ity and certainty." 

"I urge CUPE and the em- 
ployers to come back to the 
table and direct their efforts 
toward reaching a deal as 
quickly possible," Lecce said 
Tuesday. "Our government re- 
mains available at any time to 
restart talks with CUPE and 
keep students in school. Kids 
and parents deserve no less." 


ve em, 


CUPE Ontario's work-to- 
rule campaign follows similar 
sentiments from a variety of 
other unions throughout the 
province. 

On Tuesday, the Ontario 
Secondary School Teachers 
Foundation (OSSTF) took the 
unprecedented step of reveal- 
ing their negotiating positions 
and bargaining proposals as 
they attempts to strike a deal 
for its 60,000 members with 


the province. 

OSSTF will meet with the 
province Monday, to discuss 
its demands, which would in- 
clude pausing an e-learning 
curriculum mandated by the 
province, restoring smaller 
class sizes, boost special edu- 
cation funding and tie salary 
increases to the cost of living 
for member contracts. 

The situation has been sim- 
mering over the summer, 
with provincial changes to ed- 
ucation funding causing an 
increase in class sizes, reduc- 
tions in extracurricular pro- 
grams and school boards 
being forced to let teachers 
go. 
In total, layoff notices were 
handed to 193 high school and 
176 permanent elementary 
teachers over the summer. 

Last Friday, teachers from 
Peel schools and provincial 
NDP MPP Sara_ Singh 
protested the provincial 
changes outside of Turner 
Fenton Secondary School, and 
criticized the province for cut- 
ting courses that were critical 
to graduation requirements 
for students. 

“Despite what the Ford gov- 
ernment has said, teachers 


have lost jobs, and students 
are suffering the conse- 
quences,” Singh said last 
week. “Parents in Peel expect 
and deserve quality education 
for their kids, and our stu- 
dents need more support - 
not less.” 

School trustees and board 
members have expressed sim- 
ilar sentiments, saying that 
cuts to funding lead to 
changes to the delivery of 
public education 

“Although adding one, two 
or six students to a class may 
seem like an insignificant im- 
pact, it has already resulted in 
the cancellation of many 
courses at the secondary 
level,” wrote Peel trustees in 
an open letter sent to the 
province this past May. 
“Fewer teachers means fewer 
options for students. There is 
no room for debate on this.” 

“The elimination or reduc- 
tion of these courses impacts 
student choice and can de- 
crease student engagement, 
which is directly linked to stu- 
dent achievement, credit ac- 
quisition and, ultimately, the 
ability to graduate,” the letter 
continued, that surplus no- 
tices were issued to 369 


teachers and 30 designated 
early childhood educators at 
Peel Schools at that time. 

In regards to Monday’s 
work-to-rule campaign, other 
school boards, including the 
Limestone District School 
Board (LDSB) and Algonquin 
and Lakeshore Catholic Dis- 
trict School Board (ALCDSB), 
located in central Ontario, in- 
dicated that they would be re- 
viewing the job _ action 
directive to determine the im- 
pact the campaign will have 
on schools, to learning and 
working. 

Like Peel, schools will also 
remain open through the jab 
movement, according to Jes- 
sica Salmon, a media relations 
officer with ALCDSB. 

Peel District School Board 
said that it expects to know 
more information by Thurs- 
day morning, which it will 
share with parents. 

"Peel staff are currently re- 
viewing the job action direc- 
tive from CUPE provincial to 
members to determine the 
impact these will have on 
school and work site opera- 
tions, and to learning and 
working," the board wrote in 
a statement. 


New university still in the cards, says 
Brampton council 


Don’t call it a comeback. 
The idea never left. 

The long-running cam- 
paign to bring a university 
to Brampton took another 
leap forward Wednesday, as 
Brampton council unani- 
mously approved a motion 
to gather strategies to house 
a post-secondary instituion 
in the city. 

Along with establishing a 
business case and program- 
ming that would attract in- 
vestment, the city said 
Wednesday morning that it 
will be advocating at the 
other levels of government 
to gather support for a uni- 
versity, as well as build ad- 
ditional partnerships with 
public and private busi- 
nesses to find a suitable lo- 
cation for the university. 

This time, though, the city 
has added support from 
local MPPs, who said they 
are committed to finding 


support for the city’s pro- 
posal. 

“Education will continue 
to be a major driver of our 
city’s success in the future, 
and Brampton students are 
fortunate to have access to 
excellent opportunities to 
further their learning and 
advance their careers, said 
Brampton South MPP Prab- 
meet Sarkaria Wednesday 
evening. Sarkaria said that 
hewill work with the Min- 
istry of Training, Colleges 
and Universities to have dis- 
cussions with the city re- 
garding their proposal. 

The Province is prepared 
to listen and support new 
postsecondary models that 
are accountable, prioritize 
students, and focus on train- 
ing for jobs that employers 
need filled, Brampton 
Mayor Patrick Brown said 
Wednesday. 

“We will work with all 


qualified parties to bring 
more postsecondary options 
to Brampton that meet the 
needs of our residents, stu- 
dents, businesses and com- 
munity, helping to create a 
city of opportunities,” 
Brown said. 

In a statement, the city 
said that it also remains 
committed to its partner- 
ships with institutions like 
Sheridan College, Ryerson 
university and Algoma Uni- 
versity. 


Brampton West MPP 
Amarjot Sandhu said in a 
statement Wednesday 


evening that the govern- 
ment students should have 
access to and receive high- 
quality education. 

“(We look forward to) re- 
viewing the City of Bramp- 
ton’s proposal and business 
case for a new University in 
the coming months,” said 
Sandhu. 
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Building code reforms revealed by 
Clark in Mississauga 


The province is speeding 
up development to get shov- 
els in the ground faster, a 
provincial minister said 
Tuesday during a news con- 
ference in Mississauga. 

Municipal Affairs Minister 
Steve Clark was on-hand, 
along with several MPPs, to 
announce obuiling code 
changes in front of a new de- 
velopment, The MHuron, 
which is being built near the 
corner of Hurontario and 
Dundas. 

"We have a housing cri- 
sis... and units are out of 
reach for half of renters,” 
said Clark, who announced 
digital tools to aid municipal 
e-permitting and simplify 
building code changes. “This 
has gone on too long." 

The province will be 
amending several aspects of 
the Building Code to help 
speed up the construction of 


new housing and building 
projects, including more up- 
to-date tools, supports for 
smaller communities and in- 
creasing building inspectors. 

"For many years, the 
building sector and the pub- 
lic have been calling on gov- 
ernment to do a better job of 
providing a range of services 
related to the Building 
Code," said Clark, who indi- 
cated that permits for sec- 
ond-unit dwellings have 
increased by 300 per cent 
since 2014. 

The news conference was 
held alongside the release of 
a guide that aims to educate 
prospective builders or 
homeowners on how to add 
a second unit to their home, 
and what services and bene- 
fits it provides. 

The province received a 
large amount of feedback on 
the Building Code during the 


Association of Municipalities 
of Ontario (AMO) conference 
earlier this month, which it 
will be taking into account, 
said Clark. 

A new administrative au- 
thority for building services 
in Ontario could address a 
range of municipal chal- 
lenges. E-permitting, for ex- 
ample, would help 
streamline development. It 
could also help with capacity 
issues, training and reten- 
tion of building officials, and 
improved enforcement of 
building codes, said AMO 
President Jamie McGarvey. 

”To create safe and thriv- 
ing communities, we need to 
make sure we get this right," 
said McGarvey, who indi- 
cated that AMO would be 
working with the province to 
find additional strategies 
and solutions regarding the 
code. 
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Vote on the platform, 


_ 
Za 


Peter Whitaker 
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In just under a month, 
you will help decide who 
gets to lead Canada into 
the 20’s. 

It is all our responsibil- 
ity to listen clearly to 
what is being said by our 
local candidates and the 
leaders of each party. 

It may take some con- 
centration for each of us 
to distinguish the party 
rhetoric from what each 


candidate wants to do for 
your area. 
Unfortunately, voting 
generally is decided on 
the performance of each 
leader. You could have 
had a great MP serve you 
these past four years, but 
because their party 
leader lost his or her 
shine, you will vote for 
the party and not the in- 
dividual. I have seen this 
happen time after time. 
I’m not saying it’s the 
wrong way to handle it, 
but a lot of good people 


are cast aside during 
these times. 

I’m 62 years old, grew 
up in Scotland, lived in 
Canada since 1963, and 
started paying attention 
to politics at the ripe old 
age of 14, 

I had just become a 
Canadian citizen when 
Pierre Elliot Trudeau 
landed in a helicopter by 
Victoria Park Arena in 
Bramalea. He got out of 
the helicopter, shook 
everyone’s hand _ that 
showed up (including 


not the leader 


mine), and then left for 
another destination. The 
fact that he showed up 
meant something to me 
for some reason. 

I seemed to pay a little 
more attention to politics 
from then on. When I 
was old enough to vote, I 
did not miss an opportu- 
nity to do so, as I felt it 
was my responsibility. 

My voting record would 
not be considered consis- 
tent to one particular 
party. As the country has 
grown. times change and 


so did our needs. I often 
felt my one vote mat- 
tered! 

Fast forward to today, 
and I still read, listen and 
watch to see how I should 
vote. I look at how we are 
doing both domestically 
and internationally, and 
form my opinion accord- 
ingly. 

So, whom am I voting 
for this time? Take my 
vote and millions of your 
votes and we’ll just see 
this Oct. 21! 


Community 


safety 


in local 


neighbourhoods dominate 
Brampton town hall 


Residents packed the Terry 
Miller Recreation Centre last 
Sunday to hear about pressing 
issues in the city, includig 
community safety. 

More than 150 participants 
took part in the town, which 
focused on a number of critical 
issues, including the legaliza- 
tion of basement construction 
in homes, police safety and 
employment concerns. 

Elected representatives, in- 
cluding councillors and MPs, 
heard from a variety of speak- 
ers throughout the afternoon, 
including Jotwinder Sodhi, 
Sukhjot Naroo, Edele MacKen- 
zie, Bruce Marshall, 
Sukhwinder Samra, Kulwinder 
Chinna, Parmjit Birdiand 
Azad Goyat, who spoke loud 
and clear on all the issues res- 
idents face. 

The city has faced criticism 
over the last several months 
after a string of high-profile 
shootings, stabbings and 
homicides. 

“People are terrified, worry- 
ing about the safety of them- 
selves and their families,” a 
speaker said to the panel of 
representatives. 


Speakers on the crucial sec- 
ond point said that the safety 
of the citizens of Brampton is 
the primary objective for 
politicians to remember. 

The construction and rent- 
ing-out of basement apart- 
ments in the wake of an 
immigration surge also domi- 
nated the focus, with speakers 
highlighting that there is an 
underground industry that is 
furnishing and maintaining 
single-unit dwellings for inter- 
national students. 

One solution proposed 
stated that the properties be 
closed immediately, at least for 
a grace period of at least six to 
nine months. Instead of put- 
ting a burden on homeowners, 
the City would inspect base- 
ments that have new equip- 
ment and fixtures. 

Ron Chadha, the vice-chair 
of the Peel Police Services 
Board, said that due to mental 
health complaints, the police 
have been involved in the case 
for a long time and they are 
trying to deal with the issue. 

Besides, much more than 
just police action needs to 
change, said others. 


Regional councillor Gurpreet 
Dhillon said that 30,000 base- 
ments are being built in 
Brampton and one million 
people are using them. Past 
that, Brampton residents can 
build a legal basement, but 
some guidelines are making it 
more difficult. 

The city currently deals with 
hundreds of complaints re- 
garding illegal basements, 
with a task force being cre- 
ated last year to develop a 
more focused strategy that 
would directly target illegal 
secondary units. 

Councilor Harkirat Singh 
also said he was thinking of 
bringing cameras for plumb- 
ing inspections of basements. 

Among the elected represen- 
tatives were the PC Party’s 
Deepak Anand, NDP’s Sara 
Singh, and councillors Paul Vi- 
cente, Charmaine Williams 
and Pat Fortini. 

The administrators of the 
meeting said they will be plan- 
ning to hold a similar event 
very soon, and plan to meet 
with councillors at City Hall to 
discuss the issues raised by 
residents. 
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Letter to the Editor 


The following is a letter 
submitted by a resident liv- 
ing in the Vodden and 
Northampton area of 
Brampton. 

Letters received by Peel 
Weekly News may be edited 
for clarity and grammar. 

I am sending some pic- 
tures of under-bridge path- 
ways. One is the Williams 
Parkway under-bridge and 
the other is the Vodden 
Street road bridge. 

Iam a senior Canadian 
who regularly walks in the 


= 


morning and evening. I find 
darkness under the bridge 
walk ways during cloudy 
day time. 

My suggestion is that can 
we replace the electric 
lamps (bulbs) by using light- 
and motion-sensitive ones, 
so that anyone passing 
through the path will cause 
them to automatically 
switch on, especially if there 
is low light or darkness). 

This will really help citi- 
zens. 


- A. Jani, Brampton 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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Surjit Singh 
Flora 


It was Arabian Nights, so 
he dressed accordingly. 

I don't have a problem with 
the recent scandal over Justin 
Trudeau’s yearbook photo 
from 2001. It's much ado 
about nothing. 

Trudeau has nothing to 
apologize for. It was part of 
the entertainment. It seems 
that today, it is the people of 
color who are responsible for 
more of the hatred and divi- 
sion, with their nitpicking 
and unreasonable demands. 

Let's forget about the past 
and start working together 
to try and save what's left of 
Mother Earth. 

Our next generation is not 
going to give a damn what 
color anyone's skin is, or 
who's 'on top,' when they're 
all suffering from poor air 
quality, bad water, droughts 
and starvation. 

If people say ‘judge others 
not by the color of their skin, 
but by the content of their 
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judge Justin Trudeau by the 
color of his makeup, but by 
what he does. 

He has apologized, shown 
remorse and sensitivity to 
the issue, and he appears to 
always be inclusive of differ- 
ent races, genders, sexual 
orientations, religions. To 
me, that's good enough. 

I've done so much silly 
stuff when I was younger, so 
I understand how younger 
people make mistakes. 

Also, I have naturally 
brown skin. I was picked on, 
called many names, and ha- 
rassed repeatedly growing 
up in Canadian society. 

When I came to Canada in 
1989 and __ started high 
school, many of the students 
called me Paki, touched my 
turban, pushed me and bul- 
lied me. It was hard for me, I 
cried, and at one point I got 
weaker and cut my hair, 
shaved my beard. 

Racism is something that 
upsets me deeply. Does 
Trudeau wearing an Aladdin 
outfit with brown = skin 
bother me? No. It's not even 
on my radar. Because I was a 
victim of racism myself. I 
have learned as an adult to 
choose my battles. 

This is not one of them. I'm 


racism and white supremacy 
that prevents people from 
getting jobs they're qualified 
for. I'm more concerned 
about open bullying against 
visible minorities. 

I'm worried about women 
wearing hijabs being physi- 
cally and verbally attacked in 
front of their children. In 
Quebec, hijabs are attacked 
as the "barbaric culture act". 

All these things have hap- 
pened in Canada in recent 
years, well before Trudeau 
was Prime Minister. If he 
was wearing a KKK outfit, or 
a noose around his neck, or a 
bomb pack, or anything that 
might incite violence against 
brown people — then that's 
the battle I want to fight. 

Being a good Canadian and 
a citizen, I care more about 
the safety of Canadians, 
health care, pollution, green 
gases and immigration poli- 
cies. 

I think the whole recent 
trend of judging people by 
past transgressions, and the 
overall ‘holier-than-thou' 
trend in political and public 
life, is horrendous. Social 
justice warrior’ make me 
sick, as does their ‘cultural 
Marxism’. 

I'm personally one to for- 
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lapses in judgement. I've met 
many of them, and they are 
profoundly human. 

But forget how you're 
going to vote, and how all of 
this will change the Cana- 
dian federal election. Forget 
where these images came 
from, or that they're ad- 
vanced entirely without con- 
text whatsoever. Forget how 
these images entered into 
the public domain, and who 
found them, or how they 
were supposedly 'leaked' and 
by whom... forget all that 
stuff. 

By his own statements, by 
his personal values, by his 
own standards, Trudeau 
himself created, accepted, 
acquiesced and advanced an 
agenda of 'social equity'! 

He himself established, 
through his many state- 
ments, apologies, 'crying ses- 
sions', quips and other public 
acts this atmosphere of social 
justice. 

Moreover, he willingly and 
happily bathed in and ad- 
vanced himself within this 
entire atmosphere of “woke- 
ness” and morality. 

Trudeau himself created 
and promulgated the moral 
standard by which a public 
figure is to be judged... 


you have to remember that 
these incidents occurred 
many years ago, and so 
should really be judged by 
the standards of those days, 
not by the standards deemed 
acceptable today. 

That is, you can't apply 
today's standards for behav- 
ior that took place yesterday. 
Moreover, young people are 
less wise and lack the benefit 
of hindsight that people do 
when they are older. 

Finally, judge a person by 
who he or she is today — if 
they’ve really changed, then 
pay less attention to the past. 
If he had proven to be a 
changed person today, as I 
think Trudeau seems to be, 


then forget his past and look 
instead to the present. 

But I'll tell you, such a 
ridiculous incident wouldn't 
affect my opinion on one or 
another politician at all. My 
support or opposition to a 
particular politician is based 
on their political views, their 
political strategy, and their 
political competence. In fact, 
there are a couple of things I 
care about regarding their 
image and personality. 

What I don't care about is 
what they were wearing at a 
party 20 years ago and why. 

It's outrage for the wrong 
reason. It's completely irrel- 
evant. 


+. 


TOWN OF CALEDON 
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Shaming allergic sandwich eater doesn’t solve any problems 


by Debbie Bruce 


A recent article, published 
by Global News entitled 
“Sandwich order gone 
wrong? Peel police say it’s 
not a reason to call 9-1-1” de- 
tailed the case of aman who 
called 9-1-1 to complain 
about a tomato that had 
been served to him in a 
sandwich at a restaurant. 

I understand that 9-1-1 op- 
erators receive so many calls 
that are not emergencies and 
could interfere with true 
emergencies - and that they 
are frustrated. 

I understand this com- 
pletely - but, they com- 
pletely missed this man’s 
real concern. 

He had repeatedly asked 
for tomato to not be on his 
sandwich, not because he 
doesn’t like tomatoes, but 
because he is allergic to 
tomatoes and_ ingesting 
them will cause him to have 
an anaphylactic reaction, 
sending him to the hospital. 

That is not a life-style 
choice - but a health and 
safety issue. He felt unsafe - 
and ignored. 

I believe he felt constantly 
at risk - and frustrated that 
the restaurant didn’t seem to 
take him seriously. 

Like I said in a social 
media post earlier this week, 
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while the man _ shouldn't 
have called 9-1-1, I think 
what was missed in this 
story is the man’s total frus- 
tration with continually 
being put at risk of an ana- 
phylactic reaction by restau- 
rants who continually ignore 
his alerts that he is allergic 
to tomatoes. 

Those of us trying to keep 
allergic loved ones safe can 
empathize. Dealing with 
these situations day in and 
day out...sometimes you just 
snap. Compassion, not 
ridicule, is called for here. 

Iam sure they didn’t mean 
to... but Peel Police ended up 
shaming a man who has a 
life-threatening allergy to 
tomatoes. 

While tomatoes are not 
one of the top ten allergens - 
you can be allergic to any- 
thing, and it is not an un- 


usual allergy. 
This call was about more 
than just an_ incorrect 


restaurant order - it was 
about a life-threatening al- 
lergy not being taken seri- 
ously and putting this 
customers at risk. 

9-1-1 could have explained 
to him that he should only 
dial the number if he was ac- 
tually having an anaphylac- 
tic reaction. 


They should have redi- 
rected him - either to calling 
Peel Police directly (if he 
truly thought his life was 
being threatened) or to Peel 
Regional Health to report 
this restaurant, or to his city 
councillor, who could help 
him find the appropriate ac- 
tion. 

Peel Public Health has a 
clear restaurant policy to 
help protect residents with a 
life-threatening allergy (see 
peelregion.ca/health/envi- 
ronNew/food/restaurants- 
protecting.htm) 

Peel Public Health says: 

- People with food allergies 
must be very careful of what 
they eat because allergic re- 
actions can sometimes be 
fatal. Dining out can create 
an increased risk of having a 
food allergy reaction. 

- Ensuring the safety of 
your customers is a shared 
responsibility between the 
customer and all food serv- 
ice staff. 

- Your local public health 
inspector is an excellent con- 
tact for information about 
preventing food allergies. 

- Any employee providing 
inaccurate or misleading in- 
formation about food ingre- 
dients may be libel for 
disciplinary action. 
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This man has been shamed 
mercilessly in the media - 
undermining the serious- 
ness of life-threatening al- 
lergies. 

Peel Police was quoted on 
CTV news as saying, “They 


A better way to deal with it would be to speak to the manager or call head 


office. 


urged people only to call 911 
"if someone's health, safety, 
or property is in immediate 
danger or if there is a crime 
in progress." 

Well, this man did feel his 
health and safety was in 


Peel Regional Police @ @Pee!PoliceMedia - Sep 21 Vv 
A restaurant getting your order wrong is NOT an emergency. 


P.S. Tomatoes don't belong on ANY sandwich. 


Change my mind. 


Peel Regional Police @ 
@PeelPoliceMedia 


Replying to @LadyBug64546262 


What the caller perceived as a threat was the tomato on 
the sandwich. The call taker actually asked twice what 
the owner said and it was after the second time that the 
caller began to describe his perception. 


5:18 PM - Sep 22, 2019 - Twitter Web Client 


danger and he didn’t know 
who to turn to. 

We could have done so 
much better when it came to 
supporting him and the al- 
lergic community at large. 


Peel Matters: Planting trees now and for tomorrow 


by Catherine Soplet 


A popular Chinese proverb 
says: “The best time to plant a 
tree was 20 years ago.... The 
second best time is now.” 

Port Credit scientist and en- 
vironmentalist Alice Casselman 
has been planting trees using 
evidence-based science to track 
and adapt to combat climate 
change for more than 30 years. 

"In 1987, for my 50th birth- 
day my gift to myself was to 
create ACER-ACRE Canada, a 
federally registered not-for- 
profit," says Alice. 

At the time, Alice was ad- 
vanced in her career as a sci- 
ence teacher, having assumed 
duties as a science department 
head at Toronto District School 
Board when few other women 
were even considered. 

Over the years of her career, 
Alice was also an enthusiast for 
drama, and took on a staff vol- 
unteer role for theatre produc- 
tions at Etobicoke School for 
the Arts. 

In 2019, Alice says, "As I look 
around to survey tree-planting 
programs that have been in 
place for years, when I see 
younger people newly involved, 
and they are finding joy in the 
things you designed, that is the 
greatest reward." 

Today, Alice feels like she is 
reaping a harvest from seeds 


planted more than 20 years 
ago. 

Former student cohorts from 
Gen X, Gen Y and Millennial de- 
mographics are ageing-in as 
environmental scientists and 
policy makers. 

In her Planting for Change 
advocacy campaign, Alice finds 
her former students involved 
with Boomer generation deci- 
sion makers as they are passing 
the torch to the next genera- 
tion. 

ACER-ACRE Canada _ geo- 
tagged tree plantings have pro- 
liferated to place more than 
40,000 native species plants 
into the ground across Ontario. 

As the digital platform 
evolves, Planting for Change’s 
“Citizen Scientists” are now 
able to track plant thriving 
against climate change, by 
loading research-protocol 
measurements onto open- 
source data clouds.. 

In a way, Alice is experienc- 
ing today the future-forward 
landing of yesterday's science 
fiction. She adores the answer 
from Greta Thunberg on a nat- 
ural climate solution: We need 
to plant trees. 

Planting trees is one of the 
things that Alice does best. 

On Sep. 20 around the world, 
more than four million people 


participated in the #Fri- 
daysForFuture International 
Climate Strike Day protests. 
Advocates in the marches were 
calling for the planting of more 
trees. 

On the same day, the Planting 
for Change program of ACER- 
ACRE Canada was introduced 
to Peel Poverty Reduction 
Strategy in a proposal concept 
to get funding from Canadian 
Heritage - Anti-Racism Action 
Program. 

The short answer for Great 
Thunberg's natural climate so- 
lution is: We need to plant 
trees. 

It turns out that ACER-ACRE 
Canada is the preferred school- 
yard tree planter for City of 
Mississauga - One Million Trees 
initiative. 

In its Project Crossroads ap- 
plication for funding from 
Canadian Heritage - Anti- 
Racism Action Program, ACER 
will expand its Planting for 
Change program into identified 
low-canopy areas in Peel Re- 
gion where schools serve high- 
needs students. 

Planting trees for the future 
will bring everyone together, 
and beautify our neighbour- 
hood villages for which Canada 
is named. 

The demographic of the tar- 


get geography is comprised of 
racialized, marginalized and 
newcomer residents, with a 
disproportionally higher repre- 
sentation of black and indige- 
nous communities. 

The program delivers On- 
tario SK-Grade 12 public educa- 
tion curriculum for STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engi- 
neering, Math), environment, 
leadership and well-being in 
partnership with school teams 
of educators and students. 

Plantings of native tree 
species are co-designed for pri- 
vately-owned publicly-accessed 
sites such as school yards, hos- 
pital grounds, Legion and 
faiths-owned property and 
conservancy lands. 
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Plantings are geo-tagged, so 
students and community vol- 
unteers can follow a research 
protocol and take stewardship 
of the sites; routinely measure 
plant thriving against climate 
change; and share results in 
open data using cloud technol- 
ogy. 
In her video released follow- 
ing the inaugural United Na- 
tions - Youth Climate Summit 
convened in New York City, 
Greta Thunberg aims an unwa- 
vering gaze into the camera 
from piercing hazel eyes: 
"Everything counts, " she says. 
"What you do counts. We need 
to stop burning fossil fuels." 

Ahead of the curve, Alice Cas- 
selman and  ACER-ACRE 


Canada is already responding 
to Greta Thunberg's call-to-ac- 
tion on climate change: Pro- 
tect. Restore. Fund. 

"Our "Planting for Change" 
program is like a form of water 
torture for decision makers. We 
keep dripping these words: 
Monitor - Measure - Commu- 
nity-based, data collection, 
long-term planning and com- 
mitment to achieve results - 
until they succumb to science," 
says Alice. 

People interested to co-de- 
sign native species plantings on 
publicly-accessed _privately- 
owned lands can contact Alice 
Casselman via the ACER-ACRE 
Canada website at acer-acre.ca. 
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Federal candidate speaks on pressing Brampton issues 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


While elections occur only 
once every four years, with the 
amount of news coverage and 
media, it can seem a lot more 
often. It is easy to become de- 
sensitized to the people, the is- 
sues, and the noise. 

But now is the time to pay 
attention — to the people who 
are elected to the House. 

Elected officials work for us 
and will be our voice when it 
comes to issues of education, 
clean water, human traffick- 
ing, poverty, benefits for our 
city and province, our next 
generation’s future, and our 
safety. 

During the federal election, 
you have the power to refocus 
the conversation toward what 
genuine matters — issues that 
will be affected by decisions in 
the next four years. 

Peel Weekly News will be 
conducting sit-down inter- 
views with federal candidates 
throughout Peel Region. 

Our first conversation is 
with Ruby Sahota, the Liberal 
incumbent from the Brampton 
North riding.: 


Flora: It is a fact Brampton 
has very few office sector jobs 
compared to our neighbouring 
municipality, Mississauga, and 
zero federal office jobs other 
than a passport office. The De- 
partment of Revenue Canada 
and Department of Seniors Af- 
fairs in Mississauga, to name 
two, employ hundreds of office 
jobs. 

To place a federal office in 
Brampton is 100 per cent a 
federal government decision. 

Will you make this a priority 
to put office jobs in Brampton? 

Sahota: Thanks to the hard 
work of Canadians, I have ad- 
vocated tirelessly for Bramp- 
ton at the federal level over the 
last four years. 

You may recall that shortly 
after being elected, the Ford 
provincial government with- 
drew all of its funding for Ry- 
erson’s planned Brampton 
campus. Thanks to the hard 
work of all of Brampton’s Lib- 
eral MPs, the federal govern- 
ment stepped up to fill the gap 
and ensure that Ryerson’s Cy- 
bersecure Catalyst still opened 
its doors. The Catalyst will cre- 
ate and support over 790 jobs 
over the next few years. 


Flora: We are aware that 
there have been talks to relo- 
cate the Federal Department of 
Transport, located near Yonge 
and Highway 401. 

Will you fight for Brampton 
to receive all or part of the jobs 
that may be relocated? Bramp- 
ton is the only city amongst 
Canada's largest cities to have 
zero federal office jobs. 
Brampton people skilled in 
these jobs must commute 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY 


hours a day to Toronto, Missis- 
sauga and beyond. 

Sahota: There is still more 
work to do. If re-elected, I 
would continue to advocate for 
Brampton’s best interests in 
Ottawa, and work to get even 
more concrete results for our 
city. This is an interesting pro- 
posal, and one I look forward 
to exploring if Brampton 
North’s voters grant me an- 
other term. 


Flora: Because it is a fact 
that Brampton has zero federal 
department jobs within our 
city, it therefore is also a fact 
that Brampton people and 
businesses must travel outside 
their own city to deal regard- 
ing every single federal matter. 
Not one department is within 
Brampton. 

Will you fight to correct this 
inequity? 

Ruby Sahota: Bramptonians 
need to be able to access im- 
portant federal services close 
to home. That is why our city 
has both Passport Canada and 
Service Canada offices, which 
help Canadians with a major- 
ity of federally-related issues. 

In our last federal Budget, 
the Liberal Government pro- 
posed investing $305.3 million 
over five years to help Service 
Canada further improve its 
ability to serve Canadians. 
This investment will ensure 
that Bramptonians will have 
faster and better access to fed- 
eral services in the coming 
years. 


Flora: One party has com- 
mitted to getting Brampton 
better healthcare and even an- 
other hospital. This is 100 per 
cent not a Federal decision. 

Would you agree with that? 
What therefore specifically 
would you say to Brampton 
residents about this matter? 

Sahota: Having grown up in 
Brampton, and now raising my 
own family here, I have 
watched our city’s needs de- 
velop and expand over the 
years. 

Our local infrastructure has 
not been able to keep meeting 
Brampton’s needs. It is critical 
that all levels of government 
step up to improve our health- 
care system. Our Liberal Gov- 
ernment has been doing its 
part and more by making even 
more funds available to 
provinces to improve their 
healthcare services. 

At the end of the day, how- 
ever, it is up to the province to 
give our city what it is due. 

The provincial NDP ran on 
this exact commitment to 
build a hospital last year. If 
they could not work with Pre- 
mier Ford to get this invest- 
ment done, I do not see how 
we can expect better results 


from their federal counter- 
parts. 


Flora: The federal Public 
Transit Tax Credit was intro- 
duced by Stephen Harper, and 
cancelled by Justin Trudeau. 
The reason given for its can- 
cellation was said to be a neg- 
ligible climate change impact. 
However, for the pocketbooks 
of urban Canadians who rely 
on transit for work or school, 
this meant up to $1,000 per 
year back in our pocket. Will 
you support re-establishing 
this important and relevant 
tax savings credit? 

Sahota: The Liberals would 
rather pursue policies that 
protect the environment and 
your hard-earned taxpayer 
dollars. That is why in our last 
mandate, our Liberal Govern- 
ment committed to investing 
$25.3 billion over the next 
decade to improve public tran- 
sit across the country. 

That money is already help- 
ing Brampton Transit access 
over 20 new and replacement 
buses, expanding Ziim Transit, 
and improve their local facili- 
ties. It is also supporting im- 
provements to the Bramalea 
GO station including better 
platforms and more parking, 
which is under construction 
right now. 

Meanwhile, our government 
has been putting more money 
in the pockets of Canadians 
through initiatives like the 
Middle-Class Tax Cut, lower- 
ing taxes for nine million 
Canadians. 


Flora: Specifically, what is 
your party policy for ensuring 
resources for the protection of 
our Arctic lands, our borders? 

Sahota: The Liberals are 
committed to protecting our 
sovereign territory in the Arc- 


tic, which has also become an 
essential piece of our Canadian 
identity. That is why in our last 
mandate we invested $7.9 mil- 
lion over five years, beginning 
in 2019-20, to get more scien- 
tific evidence to support 
Canada’s territorial claim. 

This research is critical to 
ensuring Canada’s sovereignty 
is recognized under interna- 
tional law. We are also rein- 
forcing Canada’s military 
capacity through the construc- 
tion of 6 additional Arctic and 
Offshore Patrol ships, which 
will help enhance our presence 
in our northern waters. The 
first of these six ships were 
completed in Sep. 2018. 

Our Liberal Government has 
also rigorously and consis- 
tently asserted Canada’s sover- 
eignty in the Arctic on the 
international stage over the 
past four years. 


Flora: Brampton is home to 
hundreds of thousands of new 
Canadians. The federal gov- 
ernment has a role in settle- 
ment and support, but denies 
adequate real funding to Peel 
Region, leaving these costs to 
property taxpayers. What will 
you do to correct this high cost 
directly on Brampton property 
taxes? 

Sahota: Over the past two 
years, our Liberal Government 
has offered over $200 million 
to provincial governments to 
help them address the costs of 
housing the recent influx of 
asylum claimants. 

Just this past August, $2.2 
million was provided directly 
to the Region of Peel. All levels 
of government need to work 
together to find a real and 
long-term solution to this 
issue. 

Generally speaking, it is im- 
portant to note that the vast 
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majority of immigrants to 
Canada come here through 
economic streams. They are 
well-positioned to succeed as 
soon as they arrive in Canada, 
and their hard work plays a 
critical role in both Brampton’s 
and in Canada’s economic 
growth. 


Flora: If we talk about eco- 
nomic development (i.e. jobs. 
trade and foreign direct invest- 
ment), Brampton is the closest 
downtown to Canada's largest 
airport. Brampton is open for 
business. 

Recent changes to trade and 
foreign policy make Canadian 
products less competitive. 
What is your party response to 
restoring balance in Trade 
with Canadian companies once 
again being competitive? 

Additionally, the “Buy Amer- 
ican” campaign had a negative 
effect for Canada. Will the fed- 
eral government consider a 
“Buy Canadian” policy without 
a protectionist policy violating 
the new Canada Mexico US 
Trade Agreement (the new 
NAFTA)? 

Sahota: Over the past four 
years, Liberal policy has actu- 
ally helped Canadian business 
owners start up, scale up, and 
expand in order to access more 
opportunities than ever be- 
fore. 

Our government success- 
fully signed three new trade 
agreements including the 
Canada-European Union Com- 
prehensive Economic and 
Trade Agreement (CETA), and 
the Comprehensive and Pro- 
gressive Agreement for Trans- 
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). 

Canadian businesses have 
access to over 1.5 billion new 
customers across the world. 
We also negotiated a new 
NAFTA deal that safeguards 


more than $2 billion a day in 
cross-border trade, ensures 
tariff-free access for more 
than 70 per cent of Canadian 
exports, and will improve op- 
portunities for Canadians. 

To further help businesses 
break into new markets, we 
invested significantly in the 
Can Export program, which 
has a proven track record in 
helping businesses diversify 
their exports to international 
markets. 

We also invested $290 mil- 
lion over five years to the 
Trade Commissioner Service, 
which offers strategic advice 
on where and how businesses 
can expand. 

Canadians are some of the 
best in the world at building 
innovative and thriving busi- 
nesses. The Liberals are com- 
mitted to giving them the tools 
they need to keep moving for- 
ward. 


Flora: Many retired Cana- 
dian seniors are known as 
“Snowbirds”, who travel to the 
U.S. for winter months. There 
is amaximum stay of 183 days 
permitted before the IRS 
wants to income tax revenue. 

For several years it has been 
discussed to change the limit 
to eight months. Do you sup- 
port this change? Does your 
party support this change? 

Sahota: This is a decision 
that is entirely in the hands of 
the American government. 
What I can and would do, if re- 
elected, is continue to share 
the concerns of my con- 
stituents with my colleagues 
and the relevant Ministers. 

The Liberals have always 
stood up for the rights of 
Canadians living abroad, and if 
re-elected we would continue 
to do so. 


subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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Brampton 
Town Hall on 
Healthcare 


ORGANISED BY: PEEL HEALTH COALITION 


VENUE: TERRY MILLER REC CENTRE 

1295 WILLIAMS PKWY, BRAMPTON L6S 3J8 

DATE: SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 29, 2019 

TIME: 2-4:30 PM 
Federal Elections is just around the corner! 
3.5 million Canadians can't afford the prescription drugs they 
require! 1 in 5 Canadians cannot access dental care due to 
lack of insurance! Mental health and Long term care are 
hugely underfunded! 


A NOT TO BE MISSED public meeting for all to participate in 
as we need to send a strong message to the federal 
candidates to invest in every area of our healthcare system! 
All the federal candidates will be invited! 


For more info, contact peelhealthcoalition@gmail.com 


PA RT N E RS Poverty, — Ontario = CONSEIL 
“eqs WellFort Ca oe 
Ga Ontario = 


Health Coalition 
Protecting public healthcare fo 


iB 
Community Health and Wellbeing Week 
Connected Teams, Connected People, Connected Communities pec S tite iit 
ee a, ci PEEL POVERTY ACTION GROUP 
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When did our community become so complacent? 


by Ryan O’Neill Knight 


On Saturday, I was sit- 
ting at a table with Jag- 
meet Singh, the federal 
NDP leader, and all I could 
think about is how simple 
it is to have a conversa- 
tion. 

Why hasn’t ~—— Justin 
Trudeau reached out to 
our community to have a 
conversation about his 
history of Blackface? Why 
haven't all the current Lib- 
eral candidates had a con- 
versation with the Black 
community about how we 
have been affected? 

The answer I keep get- 
ting varies among the fol- 
lowing: 

1) He apologized already. 

2) Well, do you want An- 
drew Scheer instead? 

3) He is the lesser of two 
evils. 

4) Blackface doesn’t re- 
ally bother me. 

Not one person I have 
talked to in our commu- 
nity has demanded a con- 
versation with Trudeau., 
Yes, some have sent re- 
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quests through their local 
MPs, but when did our 
community stop demand- 
ing change? 

A conversation with Eld- 
ers and community lead- 
ers should be mandatory 
and I am going to advocate 
for it! 

I am demanding a con- 
versation with Trudeau to 
talk about this issue. I am 
not demanding it for my- 
self. I am demanding a 
conversation with our 
community! 

If a conversation is not 
had with us, I will begin a 
campaign to highlight that 
Trudeau is ignoring the 
Black community. 

I know what I am risking 
by not letting this go. I 
have seen a barrage of or- 
ganizations suddenly pop 
up as the announcement 
of $25 million dollars for 
the Black community was 
made. 

i truly do not want to 
jeopardize money that has 
been promised to the com- 


CANDIDATES DEBATE 


Federal Election 2019 * Mississauga Lakeshore 


munity, but is that our 
price tag? 

$25 million, and no mat- 
ter what I do, keep your 
mouth shut? That is what 
it looks like from my per- 
spective. 

Every day, I will be cam- 
paigning at a different Lib- 
eral office until a 
conversation is agreed 
upon. This is not some- 
thing that can wait until 


Listen to candidates answer questions 
from you and our moderators! 


THURSDAY OCTOBER 10, 2019 | 7:00PM 


Clarkson Secondary School 


2524 Bromsgrove Road - Mississauga 
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. | Limited seating 


Liberal 


#¥ green 


GC Conservative 


— 


+ NDP 


le LIBERTARIAN 


PARTY OF CANADA 


Organized and sponsored by your South West Mississauga Ratepayers Associations 
Birch Glen Ratepayers Association + Clarkson Fairfields South Ratepayers Association + Hillcrest Ratepayers Association 
+ Lorne Park Estates + Lorne Park Watercolours Residents’ Association * Meadow Wood Rattray Ratepayers Association 
+ Mississauga-Kane Roads Ratepayers Association » Owenwood Ratepayers Association + Parkland Area Residents Association 
+ Park Royal Community Association + Sheridan Homelands Ratepayers Association + Tecumseh Area Ratepayers Association 


+ Whiteoaks Lorne Park Community Association 


Donations of food for THE COMPASS would be appreciated. 


Design: optix.digital 
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after the election. The con- 
versation must be had 
now! 

There is a community 
summit being held this 
Friday, Sep. 27, put on by 
a coalition called SETSI 
(Social Economy through 
Social Inclusion). It is a 
coalition of over 100 or- 
ganizations and commu- 
nity leaders. This would 
be the perfect platform for 


Trudeau to attend and 
have a conversation with 
community elders and 
local leaders in our com- 
munity. 

Consider this a formal 
invitation for the Prime 
Minister of Canada to 
move beyond just empty 
words and promises and 
show our community that 
he is truly sorry and is 
willing to hear direct from 


us about the impact it had 
and how we can move for- 
ward. 

Drop what you are doing 
and show up for a conver- 
sation. 

An apology from your 
private jet does not cut it! 

Ryan O’Neill Knight is 
the president of the Afro- 
Caribbean Business Net- 
work. 


Green Party candidate reveals 
platform in Dufferin-Caledon race 


As the date of the federal 
election looms, a candidate in 
the Dufferin-Caledon riding 
says his party represents the 
“only sensible option” for the 
riding. 

Green Party candidate Ste- 
fan Wiesen released the 
party’s full platform last 
week, which focuses on for- 
ward-thinking policies that 
will see “unprecedented sup- 
port” from voters. 

“This Green Platform reiter- 
ates our campaign’s focus on 
working for the people of Duf- 
ferin-Caledon, delivering de- 
cisive climate action for the 
planet, and creating good, sta- 
ble jobs that bring prosperity 
to our region,” said Wiesen, 
who is running a stacked 
group of candidates, including 
Allison Brown (NDP), Kyle 
Seeback (Conservative), 
Michele Fisher (Liberal) and 
Chad Ransom _ (People’s 
Party). 

“The Greens have the only 
platform that proposes a clear 
and practical path towards 
meeting Canada’s carbon-re- 
duction commitments, while 
diversifying its economy 
through the creation of new 


industries. None of the other 
parties have a plan to create 
new green jobs and busi- 
nesses,” he said. 

The plan emphasizes halv- 
ing greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2030, using the United Na- 
tions’ Sustainable Develop- 
ment Goals as guidelines. 
Wiesen states that the plan, 
which includes pledges like 
transitioning away from fos- 
sile fueld by 2050, investing 
in climate-friendly industries, 
ending subsidies that go to 
the fossil fuel industry and ex- 
panding healthcare to include 
pharmacare, mental health 
and dental is “economically 
sound”. 

“As the country enters a 


new decade, it needs new 
ideas and a young, diverse 
workforce. Dufferin-Caledon 
will see the fruits of the Green 
Party’s labours every day,” 
said Wiesen. 

In a statement, Wiesen said 
that the previous govern- 
ments failed to work in the in- 
terests of people living in 
Dufferin-Caledon, as they rely 
on voting along party lines. 

“This is a new way of gov- 
erning... (which) is sure will 
appeal to Dufferin-Caledon 
voters as they head to the 
polls,” said Wiesen. 

The federal election will 
take place on Monday, Oct. 21, 
2019. 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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THE COMPASS 


KHEKHHKSE 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 

How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 

* Volunteer 


* Host a food drive www.thecompass.ca 
* Follow us on social media ® CompassFoodBank 


vy 
Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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Riding Report - The Brampton North Review 


The Greater Toronto Area’s 
all-important suburban seats 
are typically a fight between 
the Liberals and Conservatives. 

They went almost entirely 
blue in 2011, when the Conser- 
vatives won a majority. In 2015, 
they went almost entirely Lib- 
eral red. 

Brampton North is an inter- 
esting riding, in which election 
results cannot be predicted 
based on the candidates' per- 
formance in the 2015 federal 
election or the party's perform- 
ance in last year's Ontario 
provincial election. The riding 
of over 118 thousand people is 
currently represented in Parlia- 
ment by lawyer Ruby Sahota, 
while another lawyer, Arpan 
Khanna, is challenging her. 

According to 338canada.com, 
Sahota is expected to get 42.4 
per cent of the votes, while 
Conservative candidate Khanna 
is running second with 31 per 


cent. NDP candidate Melissa 
Edward gets 16.2 per cent. 

Green Party's Norbert Di- 
gesta is expected to get around 
seven per cent of the vote. This 
website analyzing the election 
results, by Sep. 17, estimates 
that Sahota may win again 
from this riding. 

On the other hand, the cumu- 
lative division of Calculated 
Politics also appears to be in 
agreement with 338 
Canada.com, according to 
which Sahota is expected to get 
41 per cent of the vote, com- 
pared to 33.3 per cent of the 
vote. If these figures are to be 
believed, then it is necessary to 
chase Sahota in the race for the 
MP’s chair. 

In 2015, the riding was taken 
down by Sahota over then Con- 
servative MP Param Gill. Al- 
though she was an outspoken 
candidate (Sahota has long 
been a commercial litigation 


Ruby Sahota 


Arpan Khanna 


lawyer in Cleveland (Ohio) in 
the United States), her father, 
Harbans Singh Jandali, is a 
leader in understanding the 
whims of politics, especially 
Sikh politics. Jandali, who has 
long been associated with the 
administration of the Dixie 
Gurdwara, from the president 
of the Ontario Sikhs and the 
Gurdwara Council, has seen the 
ups and downs of many politi- 
cal parties. 

In 2015, Gill had alleged that 
his activists had deliberately 
tried to create a confusion by 
associating Sahota with former 
MP and popular character Ruby 
Dhalla. In 2015, the reality was 
that Sahota, wife of New York- 
based doctor Tejinder Singh Sa- 
hota, reached the House of 
Commons with 48.27 per cent 
of the votes. Ruby also had a 
major role in the Liberal- 
backed movement at that time. 

Will Brampton repeat the 


17 


Melissa Edwards 


2015 wave in the North? If you 
look at the latest trends, there 
is a high chance that this will 
happen, but the Conservative 
candidate, who is trying his 
luck here, cannot be over- 
looked. As far as politics is con- 
cerned, Khanna lives in the vein 
of politics. Since his university 
days, he has been closely asso- 
ciated with conservative ma- 
chinery, including working in 
the offices of former Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper and 
immigration minister Jason 
Kenney, and outreach initia- 
tives in the GTA for the Conser- 
vative Party. 

Working with big leaders has 
filled him with the qualities of 
a politician who used to be a 
handful at a young age. 

Khanna who was born and 
raised in Brampton North, and 
continues to live in the riding 
with his family. 

He is the founder of Magna 
Strategies, a boutique public 
strategy and communications 
firm. Khanna is currently 
working with an immigration 
law firm in Toronto and is in 
the process of fulfilling his 
lawyer licensing requirements. 

Prior to this, he held various 
senior positions with elected 
officials at all levels of govern- 
ment. 

Khanna has strong commu- 
nity roots and is a big believer 
in community service. As an 
avid volunteer, he has helped 
raise funds and awareness for 
organizations including the 
Toronto East General Hospital, 


the Peel Memorial Hospital, 
local food banks and the True 
Patriot Love Foundation. 

Khanna may be the strong 
voice needed in the riding to 
empower youth, restore eco- 
nomic prosperity and build 
stronger, safer communities. 

He wants to create an envi- 
ronment where everyone will 
have the opportunity to suc- 
ceed. 

Before further discussing the 
rift between Sahota and 
Khanna, it would be reasonable 
to mention the influence of 
NDP candidate Melissa Edward 
in this riding. 

In the 2018 Ontario Provin- 
cial Election, the NDP has 
fielded Kevin Ward, a black 
community affiliate, in the 
election field. At the time, it 
seemed as if there was no basis 
in the Sikh community for 
Ward to make an impact, but 
despite a strong Conservative 
movement, he won the seat. 

One of the reasons for this 
was the controversy over Con- 
servative candidate Ripudaman 
Dhillon that caused discontent 
in the Sikh community, result- 
ing in Ford’s ascendancy. 

Now the federal candidate for 
the ride, Edward, also belongs 
to the black community and is 
working in Kevin's office, but 
because federal politics are dif- 
ferent, it seems far-fetched to 
repeat the magic of 2018. 

Although Sahota’s position in 
Brampton North may seem 
strong, she does not forget to 
use the loopholes in the elec- 


tion campaign, considering the 
artifacts are weak. 

Khanna belongs to Raikot, a 
renowned town in Punjab, and 
his father has had a good mix 
of politics in India and Canada. 

Famous Sikh families in 
Raikot area are proud to sup- 
port politics, but the contro- 
versy over social media over 
the past few days has wreaked 
havoc in the Sikh community. 

In recent days, Khanna’s re- 
marks on the right-wing Hindu 
Facebook page “Bharat Marg” 
have become controversial, 
notwithstanding the fuss made 
over Khanna getting a shot at 
the riding without a nomina- 
tion. 

Khanna's efforts to reverse 
the damage done by this post 
have proved to be even more 
contentious, which has led to 
disappointment in one-sixth of 
the riding's Sikh voters. 

When the riding at the 
provincial level went to the 
NDP for the provincial election 
last year, one of the reasons 
given for the change was the 
widespread discontent among 
voters over Premier Kathleen 
Wynne, but it would be difficult 
to say that about Prime Minis- 
ter Trudeau. 

It can only benefit Sahota, 
but it is up to the voters to de- 
cide. Khanna's political 
prowess and administrative 
prowess shouldn’t be underes- 
timated. 

The federal election will take 
place on Oct. 21. 


Search for suspect in 
attempted kidnapping case 


Investigators from the 
Peel Regional Police 22 
Criminal Investigation Bu- 
reau are seeking assistance 
from the public in an at- 
tempted kidnapping investi- 
gation. 

The incident happened 
this past Tuesday, around 9 
a.m. in the Cipriano Court 
and Earlsbridge Boulevard 
area of Brampton. 

A 17 year-old girl who was 
walking in the area was ap- 
proached by an unknown 
male that grabbed her arm 
and told her she was going 
with him. 


i, 


The victim was able to 
break away and_ subse- 
quently fled the area. 

The suspect is described 
as male white, 5710”, 
medium build, approxi- 
mately 50 years of age, grey 
hair, light complexion, and 
brown eyes. He was wear- 
ing a navy blue zip-up 
sweater, black baggy pants, 
and white and red shoes. 

Anyone with information 
is asked to call investigators 
from 22 Division’ Criminal 
Investigation Bureau at 
(905) 453-2121, extension 
2233, 


Two people under arrest in 
connection wth firearm offences 


Two Brampton residents are 
under arrest in connection 
with a string of firearm and 
drug-related offences, Peel Po- 
lice have revealed. 

The region’s Strategic, Tacti- 
cal and Enforcement Policing 
Unit made the announcement 
after a search warrant was ex- 
ecuted Saturday at a home in 
the Kennedy Road and 
Williams Parkway area. 

During the search, officers 
seized several weapons and an 
amount of cocaine estimated 
to be in the range of $23,000. 

A 33 year-old woman and a 
a 33 year-old man from 


Brampton have both been 
charged with multiple of- 
fences, including possession of 
cocaine for trafficking, pos- 
sessing illegal firearms, and 
possessing stolen firearms. 

The male suspect appeared 
in Brampton court on Sunday, 
while the female suspect is 
due to appear in court on Oct. 
22. 

Witnesses with any infor- 
mation regarding the matter 
are asked to call Peel Police’s 
Vice, Narcotics and Street 
Level Organized Crime Bureau 
at (905) 453-3311, ext. 3515. 


Police continue investigating 


2015 cold case 


Police are still looking for 
leads in the case of a Missis- 
sauga woman who went 
Missing in 2015. 

Officers from Peel Police’s 
Homicide and Missing Per- 
sons Bureau said last week 
that they are continuing t 
ask for public a 
information in 
the disappear- 
ance of Erin Mc- 
Gonigal, who 
was last seen on 
Oct. 6, 2015, at 
her home in the 
Dundas _ Street 


and Cawthra 
Road area. 
Nearly a 


month-and-a- 
half later, on 
Nov. 24, 2015, 
she was re- 
ported missing 
to police. She 
has not been 
seen since then. 

The Homicide 


and Missing Persons Bureau 
has taken over the case, and 
are asking residents or wit- 
nesses who have any infor- 
mation regarding the case to 
call them at (905) 453-2121, 
ext. 3205. 
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A new high school experience 
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by Mohamed Ghaith Majjani 


The new year starts in 
a similar pattern. 

After the ritual catch- 
ing up with friends and 
acquaintances, the chat- 
ter subsides, and the 
changes manifest them- 
selves. 

Students are called to 
the guidance office regu- 
larly as course changes 
are being negotiated and 
classes balanced. 31 stu- 
dents is the new norm 
and no one is happy 
about it. People who nor- 
mally find comfort in 
their creative writing, 
physical education, com- 
puter science... classes 


are shuffled into the 
mainstream academic 
courses. 


If it isn’t a graduation 
requirement, it isn’t im- 
portant. Horror stories 
such as 12th grade girls 
grouped with their two- 
year junior equivalents 
for gym class are now the 
new introductions of stu- 
dents that switch into 
your class. 


The guidance counselor 
claims there are grade 
nines on spares. There 
are more students then 
there are assignments for 
the biology independent 
study unit. 

Everyone works hard 
with the resources we 
have, “to make ends 
meet.” Those resources, 
however, do not include 
the online courses as 
they were promised. 

The typical compliant is 
that it is “impossible to 
learn” from an online 
course. Though to the 
dismay of the student 
services, not everyone 
gets to even have that 
complaint. 

There are wait lists of 
4o-plus students for 
these classes which 
counsellors claim to be a 
new and unwelcome 
record. Some _ students 
are choosing to supple- 
ment their credits with 
private schooling. 

The situation then be- 
comes personal with the 


affair of extracurriculars 
at school. Personally, my 
club for extracurricular 
and recreational mathe- 
matics just doesn’t exist 
anymore. 

There are no staff will- 
ing to support it this 
year. Without that foun- 
dation, the club doesn’t 
have a room, its text- 
books. It can’t even post 
announcements. 

The yearly club fair is a 
sad ordeal. Surprisingly, 
there is representation 
for the mainstream math 
club, but the booth is run 
by two students in the 
same situation most 
everyone else is. 

Some people have re- 
vived their communities 
through “underground 
clubs.” For people fortu- 
nate enough to own their 
own instruments, this is 
a viable option. 

It is quite literally the 
case for the few individ- 
uals who identify with 
the “Underground Band”. 
Other groups, such as 


Ste. Louise 


OUTREACH 
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“Underground Drama,” 
fall apart once the reality 
of acting in the hallway 
sets in. 

This threatens — stu- 
dent’s chances with post- 
secondary admissions, as 
it leaves out many of the 
extracurriculars univer- 
sities look for. 

Highly competitive pro- 
grams where everyone 


admits with a 95-100 av- 
erage rely on supplemen- 
tary application 
information to distin- 
guish between people. 

It has become harder 
for Ontario students to 
get the content they need 
for their applications. 

Then there is the gossip 
about strikes. 

It is a looming topic 


among students. Some 
would enjoy a_ small 
break, while others are 
conscious of an extended 
job action that could 
jeopardize their future. 


Mohamed Ghaith Maj- 
Jani is a student in Mis- 
sissauga. 
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BUSINESS 


William Osler president heads east for 


by Alex Gregory 


One of Brampton’s top 
executives has an- 
nounced that he will be 
leaving his role as presi- 
dent and CEO later this 
year. 

William Osler Health 
System announced Fri- 
day that Dr. Brendan Carr 
will be taking on a new 
role as the president and 
CEO of the Nova Scotia 
Health Authority, in his 
hometown of Halifax, ef- 
fective this December. 

Carr, who has served 
with the hospital for just 
over two years, has 
helmed a number of ini- 
tiatives with the health 
system, incuding spear- 
heading development of a 
new patient tower at Eto- 
bicoke General Hospital 
which opened earlier this 
year, and putting into ac- 
tion a new five-year 
strategic plan. 


Carr is pursuing an ex- 
citing opportunity in his 
home province of Nova 
Scotia, said Osler Health 
Foundation spokesperson 
Jane McMullan. 

“We are grateful for Dr. 
Carr’s time with us, and 
we know patients, fami- 
lies and the community 
will benefit from his 
legacy for years to come,” 
said McMullan. 

In statement, the health 
system said that their 
board of directors will 
lead a_ recruitment 
process to find a new 
president and CEO. 

Osler encompasses 
three hospitals within the 
GTA, including Brampton 
Civic, Peel Memorial and 
Etobicoke General. 

The health system has 
faced increased pressure 
over the last year, as hos- 
pital visits have soared 


and “hallway medicine” 
has dominated news 
headlines. 

Earlier this month, fed- 
eral NDP leader Jagmeet 
Singh held a press con- 
ference outside Bramp- 
ton Civic and announced 
that if the NDPare 
elected, the party would 
commit funds to support 
the construction of a new 
hospital in the city. 

Brampton council has 
also advocated for in- 
creased funding for the 
local hospital, spearhead- 
ing an initiative this past 
summer to push the 
province to commit more 
funds, via the “Fair Deal 
for Brampton” petition. 

With the challenges fac- 
ing the current health 
system, including less 
healthcare funding than 
the provincial average, 
fewer hospital beds than 


other cities and exponen- 
tial growth, particularly 
in the 65-plus population 
bracket, political leaders 
need to step up and com- 
mit more resources to 
helping Brampton’s hos- 
pital system, said Mayor 
Patrick Brown earlier 
this year. 

“Brampton’s healthcare 
system has been chroni- 
cally underfunded for too 
long, and our residents 
and healthcare providers 
deserve better,” said 
Brown. “Brampton needs 
more funding and ex- 
panded resources to sup- 
port our growing 
community. We’re taking 
action and getting every- 
one involved in asking 
the Province for a fair 
deal.” 


- With PWN Files 


new role 


Dr. Brendan Carr of 
William Osler Hospital 
(Submitted Photo) 


Ground breaks on new condos in Brampton core 


A-concept drawing.ef the planned developmegt 
lggated.at 45 Raifroad Street, in Bramptons 
downtown core. (Phoge Cou 


More than 350 apart- 
ment units will be com- 
ing to  Brampton’s 
downtown core, as a de- 
veloper broke ground 
earlier this week on a 
planned condominium 
complex. 

Members of Brampton 
city council and repre- 
sentatives from Red- 
wood Properties were 
on-hand this past 
Thursday to celebrate 
the beginning of con- 
struction of 45 Railroad 
Street, which will see a 
two-storey heritage 
building and surround- 
ing lot into 365 condo 
units. 

The new development, 
which would be located 
right beside the Bramp- 
ton Downtown GO Sta- 
tion, is planned to have 
two condo towers, with 


a height of 25 and 27 
storeys, with approxi- 
mately 365 suites, a 
large portion of which 
will be two-bedroom 
units. 

“T think it’s the largest 
residential development 
in Brampton’s down- 
town,” said architect 
Richard Aubry, who 
spoke about the devel- 
opment. “It’s going to be 
a really fantastic one.” 

The towers will take at 
least three years to 
build, said Brampton 
Mayor Patrick Brown, 
but the buildings will 
feature a host of ameni- 
ties and are an exciting 
new development for 
the city’s downtown 
core. 

“Shovels are hitting 
the ground, cranes are 
up in the sky, and be- 


cause of this project, (it) 
will help revitalize the 
downtown core and sup- 
port those businesses 
that are there,” said 
councillor Rowena San- 
tos. “This is a huge eco- 
nomic development win 
for the city.” 

The project is also im- 
portant because it sup- 
ports local business, 
including economic re- 
vitalization getting 
more amenities in the 


downtown core, said 
councillor Martin 
Medeiros, who also 


chairs the city’s eco- 
nomic planning commit- 
tee. “This is exactly the 
type of project we want 
here in our downtown,” 
he explained. 
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Brampton-born director partners wih Samsung 


A prolific Canadian di- 
rector is partnering 
with a Canadian elec- 
tronics company in a 
new partnership. 

Samsung Canada, 
whose head office is 
based in Mississauga, 
announced Friday that it 
has partnered with Di- 
rector X (alaso known as 
Julien Christian Lutz) to 
produce an original se- 
ries called #PowerUp on 
Twitter, using the com- 
pany’s latest cellphone, 
the Galaxy Note10+. 

The partnership will 
see three directors 
picked from Lutz’s pro- 
duction company, Popp 
Rok, who will produce a 
series of behind-the- 
scenes videos as they 
create a music video 
solely with the Note10+. 

Lutz said Friday that 
he was excited for the 
new partnership. 

“My team and I love to 
be the first to use new 
technology and try new 
things," he explained. 


"Having the Popp Rok 
team direct their music 
videos on the Galaxy 
Note10+ is helping them 
blaze new trails.” 

At the end of the se- 
ries, each director will 
have created a music 
video on the cellphone, 
and will have been men- 
tored by Lutz. 

Not only is Director X 
one of Canada's most 
recognizable artists, he 
is a leader and mentor 
within the community, 
said Samsung Canada’s 
chief marketing officer, 
David Allard. 

“He embodies our 
brand and provides the 
cultural credibility to 
demonstrate the power 
of our devices... Sam- 
sung prides itself on cel- 
ebrating creativity and 
raising next generation 
talent, which made Di- 
rector X the ideal part- 
ner for this project," 
Allard said in a state- 
ment. 

Lutz was honoured for 
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his accomplishments, 
including music videos 
produced and directed 
for major artists like 
Drake, Rihanna and 
Kendrick Lamar, and 
last year’s feature film 
Superfly, during a cere- 
mony held last year as 
part of the Brampton 
Arts Walk of Fame. 

Born in Toronto, Lutz’s 
family moved to Bramp- 
ton when he was a child, 
and he attended North 
Park and Mayfield Sec- 
ondary School. He later 
moved to New York to 
pursue a career as a 
film-maker, and worked 
under famed director 
Hype Williams before 
branching out on his 
own. 

During last year’s cer- 
emony, Lutz encouraged 
budding filmmakers and 
creative individuals to 
follow their interests 
and don’t worry about 
facing setbacks. 

“Go with the flow... do 
what makes you happy,” 


he told a packed crowd 
at the induction cere- 
mony last year. 

“Let (your interests) 
drive you where it will 
take you.” 

The three directors 
who will take part in the 
campaign, which is 
being developed and 


produced by Popp Rok 
and fellow production 
company so.da, include 
Justin Abernethy, Justin 
Singer and Kat Webber. 
The campaign begins 
rolling out this week on 
Twitter. 

Mississauga’s Samsun 
Canada, which has its 
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City begins investment mission 


in Boston 


Staff and councillors from 
Brampton took part in a 
major conference happening 
in the U.S. this week. 

Mayor Patrick Brown, 
elected officials, and eco- 
nomic development staff 
aall attended the MedTech 
Conference, which took 
place in Boston from Sep. 
22-25. 

Earlier this year, Bramp- 
ton councillors approved a 
budget of $1.875 million to 
implement the city’s for- 
eisng direct investment 
(FDI) strategy and work 
plan, which centres around 
the Economic Development 
Master Plan (EDMP) and 
2040 Vision, and will help 
attract new investment and 
jobs to the city, along with 
promoting economic growth 
and filling gaps in the sup- 
ply chain. 

The program also aims to 
raise the city’s profile as a 
competitive place in which 
to do business, and initiate 
lead generation activities 
aimed at attracting FDI to 
the city. 

“In order to accommodate 
expected population growth 
and develop the economic 
base to support it, it’s criti- 
cal for Brampton to 
strengthen its profile within 
the global marketplace,” 


said regional councilor Gur- 
preet Dhillon, who chairs 
the city’s Economic Develop- 
ment committee. “A strong 
global presence will help us 
attract business, foreign in- 
vestment and jobs.” 

The city’s FDI efforts focus 
on a handful of key sectors, 
including advanced manu- 
facturing, health and life 
sciences, and innovation 
and technology. 

In a statement, the city 
said that trade show meet- 
ings and activities during 
the conference have been 
developed in collaboration 
with Medtech Canada. 

Developing relationships 
with potential investors is 
critical to successfully se- 
curing FDI opportunities, 


velopment and culture di- 
rector, Clare Barnett. “These 
missions are essential to 
making introductions and 
furthering our relationships 
with key global business 
leaders.” 

Other foreign investment 
missions planned for this 
year include the Web Sum- 
mit in Lisbon, Portugal, and 
the Anuga Food Fair in 
Cologne, Germany. 

Medtech Canada __is 
Canada’s industry associa- 
tion for the medical technol- 
ogy industry, which is 


contributing to enabling the 
digitization of health care, 
providing more connected 
care and providing opportu- 
nities for more patient-cen- 
tred care 
settings. 


in community 
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Input sought for Mississauga budget 


Mississauga’s 2020 budget 
and business plan goes to 
city council later this year, 
but the public will have 
plenty of opportunities to 
make their views known on 
what does and doesn’t work. 

The city announced last 
week that it will be hosting a 
series of public outreach ini- 
tiatives through Oct. 25, 
which are designed to give 
local residents a chance to 
provide feedback on city pri- 
orities and critical services. 

The 2020 - 2023 Business 
Plan and 2020 Budget is in- 
tended to balance new serv- 
ices with maintaining 
existing infrastructure and 
services, city officials say, 
and provide upgrades and 
maintenance to critical areas 
such as roads, recreation, 
parks and other sectors. 

The City's operating 
budget is invested in deliver- 
ing valued and essential 
services that residents and 
businesses rely on, said the 
city’s treasurer, Jeff Jackson. 

"We're making sure that 
our 2020 Budget works to 
provide real results and 
value for residents while 
maximizing tax dollars,” 
Jackson said in a statement. 
“Our focus remains on mak- 
ing good spending decisions 
and meeting evolving prior- 
ities in the community. Our 
priority is balancing increas- 


ing costs while providing 
residents and businesses 
with the levels of service 
they need." 

Residents can currently 
visit the city’s Budget 2020 
website (at 
mississauga.ca/budget) to 
view a preliminary budget 
overview that was intro- 
duced to council this past 
summer, and get involved 
with budget engagement ini- 
tiatives through Oct. 25. 

This includes opportuni- 
ties to attend or host meet- 
ings with local community 
groups, garnering feedback 
from city employees through 
email or phone call, watch- 
ing a Budget Committee 
meeting in person or online, 
or signing up for a telephone 
budget session, where city 
officials will host discussions 
on critical areas and take 


questions from residents 
over the phone. 

A “budget allocator” tool is 
also available for residents to 
use, which shows spending 
options in 12 different serv- 
ice areas throughout the city. 

“(The budget allocator) is 
an opportunity to think 
about and share what is im- 
portant and get people in- 
volved in the City’s business 
planning and _ budgeting 
process," said Jackson. 

Budget Committee meet- 
ings will be held on Oct. 2, 
and Nov. 18, 19, 25, 26 and 
27 at Mississauga City Hall 
(300 City Centre Drive). The 
full 2020 proposed budget 
will be posted online on Nov. 
11, and is expected to be ap- 
proved on Dec. 11. 

For more information, visit 
mississauga.ca/budget. 


Mississauga company on the hook for fatal fall 


by Alex Gregory 


A Mississauga company 
has been fined $400,000 
in connection with a fatal 
accident that took place 
in 2017. 

Lafarge Canada, which 
operates its Eastern head 
office on Airport Road, 
was charged last Friday 
with a fatal fall that took 
place at a property in 
Zorra Township, Ontario. 

On Aug. 23, 2017, a 
worker was leading a 
tour of a decommis- 
sioned cement and min- 
ing plant with a group of 
contractors. 

At one point, the 
worker took the contrac- 
tors to an exterior walk- 
way at a kiln building, 
which was set to be de- 
molished. 

As the worker led the 
contractors along the 
walkway, a portion col- 


lapsed due to being cor- 
roded. 

The worker  subse- 
quently fell 30 feet to the 
ground below. Despite 
being rushed to the hos- 
pital, the worker died 
from his injuries. 

An investigation later 
revealed that the walk- 
way was structurally un- 
sound due _ to _ the 
corrosion, and that no 
adequate protection or 
barrier had been set up 
by the company to pre- 
vent access to the walk- 
ways or kilns. The 
walkway had also not re- 
ceived any braces or rein- 
forcement to prevent it 
from collapsing. 

In a later investigation, 
the province found that 
Lafarge had failed to en- 
sure that a regulation 
that outlines where a 


structure should be 
braced and shored to pre- 
vent injuries to its work- 
ers was not upheld, and 
that the company had 
failed to place any safe- 
guards or barrier to pre- 
vent employees or 
individuals from access- 
ing the area. 

Lafarge was convicted 
of contravening the Occu- 
pational Health and 
Safety Act. This was not 
their first offence, as the 
company was previously 
convicted and fined in 
2003, 2007, 2010 and 
2017. Of the four prior 
convictions, three were 
also related to the deaths 
of workers. 

The company was fined 
$400,000 in Woodstock 
court, along with a 25 per 
cent victim fine sur- 
charge. 
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It was a milestone cele- 
bration last Thursday 
evening, as some of the 
city’s best and brightest - 
and youngest - leaders 
joined together at Lion- 
head Golf Club to cele- 
brate their 
accomplishments during 
the 2019 “Top 40 Under 
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AO” reception and 
awards ceremony, hosted 
by the Brampton Board of 
Trade. 

The annual event 
brought together leaders, 
innovators, changemak- 
ers, politicians, entrepre- 
neurs and sector leaders 
for an evening of net- 


working, appetizers and 
recognition of the win- 
ners’ contribution to the 
local community. 
Winners included em- 
ployees of many local 
companies, including As- 
pire Higher Basketball, 
Brampton Library, 
Toprock Climbing, Royal 
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Canadian Legion Branch 
15, Hanson Canada, Doon 
School Inc., Peel Regional 
Police, Atlas 365 Consult- 
ing, BR Aerospace Solu- 
tions, Uniquity, Sheridan 
College, 407 ETR, Bill- 
yard Insurance Group, 
MDA, Planet One Founda- 
tion, Tajinder Kaura and 


Sheffield of 
William Osler Health Sys- 
tem (right), Day & Ross, 
Jessie Mann Insurance, 


Brandon 


St. Michael's Hospital, 
Social Eats Media & BSU, 
Rozaay Management, Na- 
ture's Touch, Century 21, 
City of Brampton, Dy- 
naCare, TD Bank, Cobra 


no 


BRAMPTON 
BOARD OF TRADE 


Swim Club, Maple Lodge 
Farms, Cross Border An- 
gels, Shafi Education, 
HSBC Bank, BMP Metals, 
Brampton Multicultural 
Centre, Heart and Hustle, 
United Achievers’ Club, 
Lion Marketing Agency 
and DEF Events & Be- 
yond. 


Caledon garage celebrates anniversary 


Shawn Dwyer recently cele- 
brated two years of owning 
his own business in Caledon. 
He recently spoke about why 
he chose to locate to Caledon. 

Q) Tell us about your busi- 
ness. 

A) In 2017, I had decided to 
open my own Automotive Re- 
pair Facility. At the time I was 
a Shop Foreman in Rexdale at 
Master Mechanic. I had the 
highest position that I could 
attain, but found myself want- 
ing more. I found that work- 
ing in the big city was more of 
a rotating door policy when it 
came to customers. 

Out of the hundreds of cus- 
tomers my boss had, I could 
only name six of them. I 
missed having personal con- 
nections with customers and 
having that trust that can only 
be gained through good expe- 
riences. 

I purchased Ed's Automotive 
who had served this commu- 
nity for over 27 years. 

Ed Almund taught me to 
take care people, he showed 
me that people care about 
good customer service and to 
take the time to find out the 
problem, and to fix it right the 
first time. 

I have one apprentice work- 
ing for me, and I am teaching 
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him the way I was taught how 
to work on cars. Anthony 
works hard and is a very valu- 
able member of my repair fa- 
cility. 

Q) How did you get into the 
business? 

A) I started my career work- 
ing as a co-op student at Or- 
angeville Chrysler in 2004. I 
worked with a man named 
Darrel White (still a tech) and 
we mostly worked on trans- 
mission rebuilds. I was 
hooked and worked at Black- 
stock Ford until I got my ticket 
four years later. I worked in 
various locations and then 
found a home working at 
Master Mechanic in Rexdale. 

Q) Why did you locate your 
business in Caledon? 

A) Locating my business in 
Caledon was a wonderful idea. 
I lived here for more than half 
my life. I was born in Bramp- 
ton but when I was 12, my 
family moved up here. 

I currently live in Shelburne, 
but living here in the country 
is all I ever loved, and I cannot 
imagine living anywhere else. 

Commuting to Rexdale for 
over five years was a little 
stressful on me and my family. 
Nothing like working close to 
home. 


Q) How does someone 


know they are dealing with a 
good mechanic? 

A) Communication is key. A 
good mechanic will ask you 
questions about the concern 
with the car. Will offer differ- 
ent options (if any) about how 
we can repair it. A good me- 
chanic is honest with his/her 
customers above all else. 

Ihad a customer that owned 
a vehicle and the repair costs 
were going to add up to more 
than the vehicle was worth. I 
told the customer I thought 
that it was too much to fix, 
they appreciated my honesty 
and advice and became a re- 
peat customer. 


Q) What is your favourite 
thing to do in Caledon? 

A) My favorite thing to do in 
Caledon is to go to the fall 
fairs, and mixed martial arts 
which I do in Orangeville. 

Caledon is a wonderful com- 
munity with wonderful peo- 
ple. It has been that way for as 
long as I can remember and 
will always hold a special 
place in my heart. 

Owning a business here is a 
true blessing, and I hope to be 
here until I retire! 

Shawns Garage is located at 
1521 Charleston Sideroad in 
Caledon. 
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Open houses being held to 
discuss climate change plan 


Getting a bit hot under the 
collar? 

If so, you might be inter- 
ested in giving your input on 
anew climate change action 
plan being developed by 
Mississauga. 

The city has developed a 
draft plan that outlines 
strategies to reduce green- 
house gas emissions and 
prepare for a changing 
global climate. 

Last year, the city was 
awarded $125,000 in fund- 
ing through the federal gov- 
ernment’s Municipalities for 
Climate Innovation Program 
to develop the initial Cli- 
mate Change Action Plan. 

The city has seen in- 
creased seasonal flooding, 
ice storms and some of the 
hottest summers on record. 

Residents can _ provide 


input at one of three open 
houses coming up over the 
next few weeks. 


The first open house will 
be hosted at Meadowvale 
Community Centre (6655 
Glen Erin Drive), in the 
upper lobby, on Wednesday, 
Oct. 2 from 7 - 9 p.m. 

The second open house 
will be hosted at the Univer- 
sity of Toronto - Missis- 
sauga’s Instructional 
Building Atrium (1599 Outer 
Circle Road), on Tuesday, 
Oct. 8 from 3 - 7 p.m. 

The third open house will 
be be held on Thursday, Oct. 
10 at Mississauga Valley 
Community Centre’s L.C. 
Taylor Auditorium (1275 
Mississauga Valley Boule- 
vard), from 7 - 9 p.m. 

An online survey is also 
available for those unable to 
attend the open houses. 

For more information 
about the Climate Change 
Action Plan, visit theclimat- 
echangeproject.ca. 
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Federal priorities highlighted in policy playbook 


The key to Canada's long- 
term economic and social 
prosperity is unlocking the 
country's workforce partici- 
pation through strategic im- 
migration and investments 
in lifelong learning, says the 
Canadian Global Cities 
Council (CGCC) in the Talent 
playbook of its Agenda for 
Growth campaign. 

In the third playbook, the 
CGCC calls on all campaign- 
ing parties to commit to ef- 
fective talent development 
strategies, including encour- 
aging more trades participa- 
tion, boosting indigenous 
workforce participation, in- 
centives for continued 
reskilling and upskilling, 
and expanded access to af- 
fordable childcare. 

Access to talent and 
labour, and _ specifically 
frontline, unskilled labour, 
is one of the biggest barriers 
to running and growing 
business, said Vanessa 
White, the chief HR officer 
for Maple Lodge Farms. 

“It's critical that local, 
provincial and federal gov- 
ernments get aligned on 
supporting employers in 
programs that will help us 
address these issues. Solu- 


tions need to span from so- 
cietal supports such as af- 
fordable housing, excellent 
public transit, and improved 
access to local education and 
healthcare, to very specific 
business and industry pro- 
grams such as support and 
incentives for automation, 
inclusive hiring, and skills 
training. Employers need 
less cost and red tape so we 
can focus our resources on 
attracting and retaining em- 
ployees with required skills 
to run and grow our busi- 
nesses." 

White’s views were shared 
by the president of human 
resources and talent man- 
agement for Dynacare, 
Donna Pascal. 

"The need in the health 
and wellness sector for a 
skilled, highly trained work- 
force continues to grow," 
said Pascal. "By investing in 
post secondary institutions, 
training and reskilling, the 
government will help ensure 
there's a highly qualified tal- 
ent pool, which will benefit 
both employees and employ- 
ers." 

The playbook recom- 
mends a number of actions 
that should be taken to aug- 


ment the existing work- 
force, including: 

1) To supplement the 
labour force as_ baby 
boomers retire and ensure 
businesses have access to 
the talent they need to grow. 
Facilitative immigration can 
also be supported by main- 
taining and building on the 
Global Skills Strategy, intro- 
ducing a trusted employer 
program, retaining interna- 
tional students, implement- 
ing sector-specific open 
work permits for Temporary 
Foreign Workers and im- 
proving credential recogni- 
tion. 

2) New and existing jobs 
will require increasingly 
complex skills which the 
current workforce may not 
yet possess. To ensure all 
Canadian workers can par- 
ticipate in the labour mar- 
ket, the next government 
should invest in training 
reskilling and childcare by 
supporting employer-recog- 
nized and workplace train- 
ing, boosting Indigenous 
workforce participation, 
placing a spotlight on skilled 
trades, and expanding ac- 
cess to affordable childcare. 

"Canada has made its 


mark on the international 
scene for the quality of its 
educational network, the 
flexibility of its immigration 
system and its capacity for 
innovation. We need to 
leverage these assets to im- 
prove the training, attrac- 
tion and retention of talent," 
said Michel Leblanc, the 
president and CEO of the 
Chamber of Commerce of 
Metropolitan Montreal. 


.— 


= 


"This is how we will build 
on our momentum and re- 
spond to the glaring labour 
needs that are affecting key 
sectors of the economy. We 
need to establish a close link 
between government policy 
and the needs of companies 
to stimulate investment and 
economic growth." 

The nation is in a global 
contest to attract the world's 
best and brightest, said 


Brampton Board of Trade 
CEO Todd Lettts. 

“Encouraging initiatives 
that skill, re-skill and sup- 
port life-long learning con- 
tribute significantly to every 
Canadian family's prosper- 
ity," said Letts. "Ensuring 
Canada has policies that 
match talented people with 
high-demand jobs is our na- 
tion's competitive advan- 
tage." 
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Brampton set to host federal 
debate at The Rose 


Ahead of the Oct. 21 
federal election, Bramp- 
ton will be hosting local 
candidates at a town hall 
to discuss the issues that 
matter most to residents. 

The town hall will be 
held on Oct. 9 at the Rose 
Theatre, beginning at 7 
p-m., and will give the 
public the chance to 
make their views known 
on important local mat- 
ters and federal initia- 
tives. 

By 2041, the city is ex- 
pected to have more than 
900,000 residents, and 
the city aims to advance 
projects that will have a 
long-lasting © economic 
impact, create jobs, and 
improve community 
pride and quality of life 
for our residents through 
a variety of federal initia- 
tives. 

The choices residents 
make will have a signifi- 
cant impact on local is- 
sues - and it will be 


important for local repre- 
sentatives to speak up for 
Brampton, said Mayor 
Patrick Brown. 

“As one of Canada’s 
youngest and _ fastest- 
growing cities, the sup- 
port and partnership of 
the federal government is 
key to delivering on 
Brampton’s priorities and 
vision,” Brown said Tues- 
day. “We look forward to 
a meaningful conversa- 
tion on how our partners 
will commit to advancing 
transit, economic devel- 
opment, community 
safety, innovation and 
environment-driven ini- 
tiatives in our commu- 
nity.” 

Participants must regis- 
ter on the Rose Theatre 
website by visiting 
brampton.ca/sites/Rose- 
Theatre/EN/Events-And- 
Tickets/Pages/Box-Office 
-aSpXx. 
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Knights claim Strothers cup in Bolton blowout 


The New Lowell Knights 
bettered the Bolton Brew- 
ers Saturday, taking games 
four and five of the North 
Dufferin Baseball League 
championship series 8-6 
and 14-5 to win the famed 
Strother Cup. 

The first game of the 
double-header had both 
teams scoring a run in the 
first inning. Bolton plated 
two more in the third and 
three in the fourth. 

New Lowell scored one 
in the third and three in 
the fourth to come within 
one of the Brewers. In the 
fifth, the Knights scored 
three more runs and held 
off the Brewers to take the 
win. 

Stephen Warden hit 
three singles for the Brew- 
ers, while teammate Brett 
Chatter also had three hits 
including a home run. 

Mike Wallace chipped in 
with two hits and Carter 
Burnside and Greg Keenan 
singled. 

New Lowell had ten hits 
with Todd Patton leading 
the way with three singles, 
a double and single from 
Tanner Zeggil, two singles 
from Brandon Norrie and 
Chris Greer and a hit from 
Chris Rettie. 

Andrew White pitched 


for Bolton going four in- 
nings. He gave up five runs 
on seven hits, walked one, 
hit one batter, and struck 
out three Knights. 

He was relieved by 
Nathan Robinson who 
pitched two innings, gave 
up three runs on three 
hits. 

Allan Brownridge was on 
the bump for New Lowell. 
He pitched a complete 
game, with six runs al- 
lowed on ten hits, walked 
two, hit one batter, and 
struck out one. 

In game five, Bolton took 
the first shot scoring two 
runs in the first inning. It 
wasn't until the second 
frame New Lowell was on 
the board with two of their 
own. 

The Knights cracked the 
game wide open in the 
third, plating 11 runs and 
then added one more in 
the fourth. 

Bolton's Chater knocked 
out a homer in the third 
and two more players 
crossed the plate in the 
fourth before being si- 
lenced by the Knights. 

The Knights banged out 
14 hits including a home 
run and single from Sid 
Beelen, a double and single 
from Zeggil, Norrie, and 


Greer, and two singles 
from Patton and Sean Con- 
nor. Kurt Roy and Jake 
Nicholson helped with a 
single. 

Chater was the best hit- 
ter for the Brewers with a 
home run, a double and 
single. Teammates Chris 
Fafalios and Nick Pettinaro 
hit a double. Wallace, Tyler 
Milton, and John Hutchin- 
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son singled in the losing 
cause. 

Another tactful perform- 
ance was displayed by 
Steve Baldry toeing the 
rubber for the Knights. 
Over his seven innings, 
five runs were scored on 
eight hits, he walked three 
and struck out five for the 
win. 

Trent Barwick opened 


seball League secretary 
left) presents the 


Strother Cup as league | a to Steve Baldry 


Todd Patton, Peter King 
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for Bolton for two-and- 
one-third innings, giving 
up 11 runs on nine hits, 
with one walk. 

White entered to finish 
the third inning with two 
runs allowed on three hits. 

Troy Barwick finished 
the game going four in- 
nings. He gave up one run 
on two hits, walked one, 
and hit one batter. 


Following the game, the 
most valuable player in the 
playoffs award was pre- 
sented to Patton and Nor- 
rie of the Knights. 

League secretary Scott 
Anderson presented the 
Strother Cup to coach 
Peter Kinghan, Patton, 
Connor, and Baldry. 


Steelheads’ Harley a go for Stars first-round d pick 


Dallas Stars General 
Manager Jim Nill an- 
nounced Monday that 
the club has signed 
Mississauga __ Steel- 
heads defenceman 
Thomas Harley to a 
three-year, entry- 
level contract. 

The Stars selected 
Harley in the first 
round of this sum- 
mer’s NHL _ Entry 
Draft with the 18th 
overall selection. 

Harley, 18, recorded 
58 points (11-47=58) 


in 68 regular-season 
games with the Steel- 
heads in 2018-19; 
good for fourth 
among OHL defence- 
men scoring and led 
all Mississauga 
skaters with 47 as- 
sists. 

Earlier this month, 
Stars Head Coach Jim 
Montgomery had this 
to say about the Steel- 
heads blueliner; “He’s 
a beautiful skater, 
covers a lot of ice, 
makes a lot of good 


decisions. We’re ex- 
cited about him, re- 
ally excited.” 
Originally drafted 
14th overall by the 
Steelheads in the 
2017 OHL Priority Se- 
lection, Harley has 
skated in two NHL 
pre-season games for 
the Stars; registering 
1 assist and logging 
an average of 21:56 
per game. 
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Brampton Beast list tryouts for 


training camp 


The Brampton Beast announced the list of 
Professional Tryouts (PTO’s) for the upcom- 
ing 2019-20 training camp. 

The following players have signed PTO’s 
with the Beast: Ben Hawerchuk (Barrie Colts, 
OHL), Matthew Barnaby Jr. (Youngstown 
Phantoms, USHL), Kosta Likourezos (Free 
Agent Camp Invite, Brock University), Karn 
Natt (Free Agent Camp Invite, Suomi-sarja), 
Cam Bakker (Roanoke Rail Yard Dawgs, 
SPHL/ South Carolina Stingrays, ECHL), 
Peter Di Salvo (Quad City Storm, SPHL) and 
Emmanuel Noce (Free Agent Camp Invite, St. 
George Ravens, GMHL). 

Training camp will open tomorrow (Sep. 
27) and will conclude on Thursday, Oct. 10t. 
The Beast will open the 2019-20 season on 
Saturday, Oct. 12 at home against the Toledo 
Walleye. 

Hawerchuk is a power winger who played 
the past five seasons with the Barrie Colts. 
He was an assistant captain with the squad 
during the 2017-18 season. The past year he 
accumulated 27 goals and 50 points in 62 
games. He’s also the son of former NHLer 
Dale Hawerchuk. 

Barnaby Jr. just completed his first season 
in the USHL. He was a member of the 
Chicago Steel before moving to the 
Youngstown Phantoms. He completed the 
year with ten goals and 29 points in 53 
games. He’s also the son of former NHL 
player Matthew Barnaby. 

Likourezos came out to the Beast free agent 
camp this past July and made an impression 
with his skilled style of play. 


The Toronto native split this past season 
with the Minnesota Wilderness of the NAHL 
and the Markham Royals of the OJHL. He’s 
committed to the Brock Badgers for the com- 
ing season. 

Like Likourezos, Natt was invited to main 
camp after impressing over the course of free 
agent camp in July. The Brampton native 
spent the past season in Sweden Division 2 
with Svegs IK and Sandvikens IK. 

Bakker hails from Kenmore, Ontario and 
spent the last season split between the 
Roanoke Rail Yard Dawgs of the SPHL and 
the South Carolina Stingrays of the ECHL. 
With the Stingrays he suited up in 42 games 
and had one goal and 12 total points. 

Di Salvo was given the invite to Beast main 
camp after spending the 2018-19 season with 
the Quad City Storm of the SPHL. The goal- 
tender from Oakville suited up in 38 games 
this past season and had a record of 13-19-1 
with a 3.26 goals-against average and a save 
percentage of 0.909. 

Noce was stellar between the pipes at free 
agent camp and earned himself an invite to 
Beast main camp off the back of his perform- 
ance. He spent the past season with the St. 
George Ravens of the GMHL. He was also an 
emergency call-up for the Beast this past sea- 
son for one game. 

For more information on the tryouts, or to 
purchase tickets for the Oct. 12 game, visit 
bramptonbeast.com or call the team office at 
(905) 564-1684. 
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No luck for Steelheads in season opener 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads took on the Niagara 
IceDogs at the Paramount 
Fine Foods Centre on Friday 
night to officially drop the 
puck on the 2019-20 season. 

Niagara opened the scor- 
ing 23 seconds into the first 
period as Kyen Sopa tucked 
away a rebound off a shot 
from Philip Tomasino to put 
the IceDogs up by one. 

Not to be outdone, Nick 
Isaacson knotted the game 
up just a few minutes later 
off a rebound from a strong 
wrist shot by Cole Schwindt. 

The IceDogs answered 
back quickly, as Jonah De Si- 
mone capitalized on a 
bouncing puck that caught 
goaltender Kai Edmonds 
off-guard to regain the lead. 
Both teams traded penalties 
back-and-forth before head- 
ing to the dressing room 
with the IceDogs up 2-1. 

The Steelheads started off 
the second period with 
some key opportunities on 
the powerplay, but couldn’t 
beat netminder Tynan 
Tucker, as the score re- 
mained with the IceDogs up 
by one midway through. 

Niagara scored the loan 
goal in the frame as Sopa 
wired a shot for his second 
of the night. 

Mississauga was faced 


with an uphill task to start 
the third period and contin- 
ued to grind, but ultimately 
fell to the IceDogs by a score 
of 3-1. 

Forward Nick Isaacson 
impressed in the game, 
scoring the Steelheads only 
goal and generating numer- 
ous chances. 

“It didn’t show how we 
wanted tonight, but we 
worked hard, and we have a 
strong defensive core that 
will keep the puck out of the 


net,” Steelheads captain 
Liam Ham said after the 
game. 


It was then a chance for 
redemption as Mississauga 
took on the Sudbury Wolves 
for an afternoon game on 
Sunday. 

Sudbury opened the scor- 
ing in the first, as Blake 
Murray found Shane Bulitka 
in front of the net who 
tapped one home. 

The Steelheads would con- 
trol the play for the rest of 
the period, outshooting Sud- 
bury 14-4. 

Aidan Prueter tied the 
game up on the powerplay, 
on a no-look pass from Cole 
Schwindt behind the net, 
just before the period 
ended. Ole-Bjorgvik Holm 
picked up a secondary assist 
on the play for his first ca- 


reer OHL point. 

The Wolves capitalized on 
a5-on-3 powerplay midway 
through the second to break 
the deadlock at one. 

That would be the only 
goal of the period, as both 
teams traded numerous op- 
portunities on the power- 
play. At the end of two, 
Mississauga was outshoot- 
ing Sudbury 21 to 12. 

The Steelheads battled 
hard to start the third, with 
Cole Schwindt just missing 
the net on a great scoring 
chance in front. Sudbury 
would answer back, as Mur- 
ray found Byfield on a cross- 
crease pass for his third 
point of the game. 

The Steelheads would ulti- 
mately fall to the Wolves by 
a final score of 3-1. 

Following the game, St. 
Louis Blues draft pick Keean 
Washkurak had the follow- 
ing to say: “I thought the 
third period was pretty good 
for us, towards the end we 
were getting some more 
shots on net, but pucks just 
weren't going in.” 

The Steelheads will play 
their next game, against the 
Oshawa Generals, tomorrow 
(Sep. 27) at the Paramount 
Fine Foods Centre. 

The puck drops at 7 p.m. 


MBOT TV Weekly Recap 
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Credit canoeing competition nets $28k for 
conservation 


A local rowing competi- 
ion has netted a record- 
breaking $28,000 for 
conservation initiatives. 

The 14th annual Canoe 
the Credit event, which 
was hosted at the Missis- 
sauga Canoe Club in south 
Mississauga on Sep. 12, 
brought over 200 partici- 
pants to the shores of Port 
Credit to raise money for 
local conservancy efforts, 
via a full day of competi- 
tion and fundraising ef- 
forts. 

Teams paddled hard for 
conservation in a twelve- 
team triple elimination 
dragon boat race. Peel Re- 
gional Police 11 & 12 Divi- 
sion successfully defended 
their reigning first-place 
champion title, while RJ. 
Burnside & Associates re- 
taine their second-place 
champion title and Lake- 
view Community Partners 
joining the coveted cham- 
pions circle in third-place. 

“We're so grateful for the 


show of support at Canoe 
the Credit this year,” said 
Terri LeRoux, the execu- 
tive director for Credit Val- 
ley Conservation 
Foundation, which organi- 
zaed the event. 

The event raised a 
record-breaking $28,000 
thanks to corporate part- 
ners who rallied in support 
of conservation initiatives, 
said LeRoux. “Together, 
we’re helping to connect, 
protect and sustain nature 
in the Credit River Water- 
shed.” 

In total, corporate teams 
fundraised over $12,000 in 
pledges for Canoe the 
Credit. 

Lakeview Community 
Partners raised more than 
$5,000 of total pledges, 
earning them the Most 
Spirited Team award for 
outstanding fundraising 
efforts. 

The corporate team chal- 
lenge included paddlers 
from the following compa- 


nies and organizations: 
Alectra Utilities, Credit 
Valley Conservation, Field- 
ing Environmental, Lake- 
view Community Partners, 
Peel Police 11 & 12 Division, 
Signature Communities, 
R.J. Burnside & Associates, 
Samsung, and Schneider 
Electric. 

Over the past decade, the 
event has raised almost 
$260,000 in support of 
programs like CVC’s Con- 
servation Youth Corps, a 
youth environmental edu- 
cation, leadership and ca- 
reer training program. 

Funds raised this year 
will help to support CVCF’s 
five-year Protect Connect 
Sustain Campaign. The 
campaign goal is to raise 
$5 million by the end of 
2020 in support of three 
key projects: Conservation 
Youth Corps, the Credit 
Valley Trail and Land Se- 
curement, including the 
current featured Capstone 
property in Caledon. 


Focus on Film Forum - The Importance of TIFF 


by Joseph Monachino 


“Pll have what she’s hav- 
ing!” - When Harry Met Sally 
(1989) 


The Toronto Interna- 
tional Film Festival (TIFF) 
is over for another year. It 
is time to reflect on how 
important this film festival 
is. 

The two most important 
film festivals in the world 
are the Cannes Film Festi- 
val in May and TIFF in Sep- 
tember. 

At TIFF, it is the goal of 
many film studios and film 
production companies to 
get distribution deals made 
during the duration of the 
10-day festival. Most of the 
time, the deals are multi- 
million dollar ones. 

The other significant as- 
pect of TIFF is the indica- 


tion of Best Picture Acad- 
emy Award nominees or 
winners. The following is 
a list of the ten most recent 
films that were People’s 
Choice Award winners for 
TIFF’s Best Picture that 
went on to get a nomina- 
tion for Best Picture at the 
Academy Awards. 

Four went on to win Best 
Picture at the Academy 
Awards. 


Slumdog Millionaire* 
(2008) 

Precious (2009) 

The King’s  Speech* 
(2010) 

Silver Linings Playbook 
(2012) 

12 Years A Slave* (2013) 

The Imitation Game 
(2014) 


Room (2015) 


La La Land (2016) 
Three Billboards (2017) 
Green Book* (2018) 


(*) Films that won the 
Best Picture Academy 
Award. 

The festival has come a 
long way since it’s humble 
beginnings. The 1977 fes- 
tival featured the biggest 
star in Hollywood at the 
time. The irony? He was 
the biggest TV star and not 
even the biggest movie 
star! 

That actor was Henry 
Winkler, who played “The 
Fonz”, on “Happy Days”. 
These days, what probably 
happens, is that the biggest 
movie stars in Hollywood 
ask their agents to be sure 
to lobby for a red-carpet 
appearance at TIFF regard- 


less of whether or not they 
have a film release to pro- 
mote. 

Every movie lover in the 
GTA should make it a point 
to visit the film festival to 
see at least one film at 
TIFF. That’s certainly what 
my wife and I do every 
year. There are those who 
are lucky enough to have 
the filmmakers appear for 
a Q&A session after the 
film is screened. That is a 
major bonus. 

We all know that New 
York City is the centre of 
the universe. But for ten 
days every year in Septem- 
ber, that title belongs to 
Toronto. 

We can only expect the 
same energy and excite- 
ment as the Toronto Inter- 
national Film Festival is 


staged every year. Next 
year will be the 45th edi- 
tion. Do you plan to at- 
tend? 

Movie Night now takes 
place on the last Wednes- 
day of the month at Cines- 


tarz at Burnhamthorpe and 


Central Parkway, which 
will be on Oct. 30. 
Please e-mail me at 


joseph.monachino@yahoo. 
com if you will be attend- 
ing. 
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by Vidya Gopaul 

In an article titled "Are you 
the weakest link?", which 
ran in the Aug. 15th edition 
of Peel Weekly News, I ex- 
plained that your weakest 
link will be always your past. 

Take, for example, the cur- 
rent news regarding Cana- 
dian politicians - especially 
our Prime Minister, Justin 
Trudeau. His past transgres- 
sions painting his face brown 
and black have now come to 
haunt him. 

Back in the fifties and six- 
ties, men and women equally 
participated in the sexual 
revolution. There was a rea- 
son for that. For centuries, 
women were robbed of their 
rights, freedom and prosper- 
ity. Moreover, in every aspect 
of life, they were always con- 
trolled by men. 
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When they decided enough 
is enough, they took matters 
into their own hands and 
started the sexual revolution. 
With that came the freedom 
of controlling their own lives 
in terms of relationships. 

They could choose to have 
a physical and romantic rela- 
tionship with whom they 
wanted, when that wanted 
and where they wanted. 

That was in the past, but 
now with the #Metoo move- 
ment, the same past is com- 
ing back to haunt men. So 
far, it has been always, "He 
said, she said," that is, 
women's words against 
men's words. 

So far, women have the 
upper hand because the 
minute they utter the words 
"sexual harassment" men 


are instantly accused, tried 
and convicted on the same 
day. 

Plenty of famous men, in- 
cluding Jeffrey Epstein, Har- 
vey Weinstein, Bill Cosby. Bill 
Clinton, Prince Andrew, 
Charlie Rose, Moonves, Matt 
Lauer, R Kelly and Robert 
Kraft, are paying the price of 
what happened in their past. 

Justin Trudeau did not es- 
cape his past, either, because 
he was accused of allegedly 
groping a woman. 

The question now is, 
"What do we do with the 
past?" It seems that the 
world is at a standstill in 
terms of social justice, social 
structure and social advance- 
ment. 

Lately, it seems that so- 
cially we are not moving for- 
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Are You The Weakest Link, Part II 


ward at all. We are stagnated 
to a point where we are just 
living in the past all the time. 

It is very similar to Hurri- 
cane Dorian, which hit Ba- 
hamas in the beginning of 
this month. That hurricane 
struck Bahamas as a Cate- 
gory 4, but did the damage of 
Category 5 type hurricane. 

Why? Because it stood still 
on top of Bahamas for more 
that 40 hours. It was not 
moving forward at all. It 
stagnated for 40 hours on 
top of the Bahamas. 

With the rain and wind 
speed of a Category 4 and 
stagnating for almost 40 
hours, it caused much worse 
damage. Had it moved 
quickly over Bahamas, the 
devastation would have been 
much, much less. 

Hence, with the #Metoo 
movement, digging in the 
past to destroy someone's 
life, seeking social justice 
with revenge and probing 
the past actions of political 
rivals just to gain some votes 
are just stagnating the 
progress of social move- 
ments. 

Just like Dorian, nowadays, 
it seems that the cloud of ha- 
tred, the vengeful wind of vi- 
olence and the heavy 
downpour of retaliatory 
rainfall are lingering over 
the globe as a Category 4 


level hurricane. If they do 
not move quickly it will 
cause Category 5 type dam- 
age to our social structure. 

We are going around and 
around on the same subject 
and never getting out of that 
cycle of punishing people be- 
cause of their past actions. 

There are two sides to 
every story, and all we are 
hearing is one side of it. 

Philosophically, if there is a 
dispute, then both parties 
are at fault. We cannot 
change the past, but can for- 
give the past and move on to 
enhance the social structure 
and justice. It seems that 
they are trying to seek justice 
like, "an eye for an eye." 

Just remember that any ac- 
tion in society always occurs 
during a particular moment 
in time and place. That does 
mean that those actions are 
justified. This also means 
that we have to assess the 
situation and move on. 

It also occurs to me that 
they are using the current 
social justice structure to 
judge past actions. In that 
case, they will always find 
that the past actions are un- 
just. 

Just take the example of 
spanking a child for discipli- 
nary reasons. Nowadays, to 
discipline a child by spank- 
ing is not allowed by anyone, 


including parents. And if 
anyone, including the par- 
ents, is caught spanking a 
child, he or she will be 
charged by the authorities. 

Hence, if we use current 
law, then all the parents of 
the past will definitely be 
charged and will go to jail. 
Spanking a child for discipli- 
nary actions were allowed in 
the past, but not now. 

Similarly, people are judg- 
ing Justin Trudeau's past - 
painting his face brown and 
black - with the current stan- 
dard. Of course, that was 
wrong then as it is now. 

Back then, everyone was 
doing it for whatever reason, 
and so did Trudeau. I do not 
think people, including 
Trudeau, will do that now by 
the current standard. 

Instead of debating and 
putting forward the ideas of 
how to improve the lives of 
Canadians during this elec- 
tion of Canada, the politi- 
cians of all parties have 
stagnated the real process of 
a truly democratic election 
with the fierce wind of re- 
venge, personal vendettas 
and past actions. 

Just remember, if you stay 
still, there is no progress, 
and if you keep moving, then 
there is progress. 


New exhibit brings “a hop and a jump 


A new outdoor exhibit exploring the connection between 
community design and public health launched last week in 


Brampton’s downtown core. 


The new exhibit, which is located on the front steps of Peel 
Art Galley, Museum and Archives (PAMA), envisions a 
“Walk-Friendly Neighbourhood” where passersby can take 
advantage of unique designs on the ground to workout or 


meet up with their friends. 


Local dignitaries, including Peel Regional Chair Nando 
Iannicca and Brampton Mayor Patrick Brown, were on-hand 
to introduce the new exhibit Thursday morning. 

“Developments in technology and car-dependent commu- 
nity design have largely engineered activity out of people’s 
daily lives,” said Dr. Jessica Hopkins, the Region of Peel’s 
Medical Officer of Health. “We believe community design 
can be re-imagined to better support physical activity by 
making it safe, easy and fun to walk, bicycle and play out- 


side.” 


The exhibit runs from Sep. 19 through late October 
(weather dependent) and invites residents to use the exhibit 
loop as a place to walk, spend time with friends or play hop- 


scotch. 


A lack of activity is a key contributor to negative health 
trends, including that almost half of all residents over the 
age of 12 have at least one chronic disease while one in every 
six has diabetes - a rate that is 40 per cent higher than the 


Ontario average. 
(Submitted Photos) 
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Graduates celebrated at 
Brampton scholarship dinner 


ONntrer 
> ACby 
Ve 
Rs 


UNITED AcHinvans CLUB 


5 3! 


Ht 


scholarship & Ri 
Awards 


ache Olars 


Scholarship Awe 
ards 


Awards 


14 up-and-coming students were honoured for their commitment to school this past weekend dur- 
ing the 35th annual Scholarship & Recognition Awards, hosed by the United Achievers’ Club at Cen- 
tury Gardens Recreation Centre in Brampton. 


The annual dinner, which saw more than 200 guests attended, honoured the scholarship recipients, 
who hail from local schools throughout Peel, including Mayfield, Bramalea, Louise Arbour and 
Fletcher’s Meadow, alongside other community leaders and volunteers. The students were 
awarded with scholarships through the sponsorship of long-standing community partners such as 
the Kiwanis Club of Brampton, Peel Regional Police and other generous individuals, as well as from 
funds raised by the Club through its annual fundraising events. The event also included a keynote 
speech from RBC’s senior director of youth strategry, Mark Beckles. (PWN Staff Photos) 
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Health and Wellness - Hate 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Do you hate someone? 

Is this someone you 
know - a friend, a not-so- 
close former friend or as- 
sociate, someone at work, 
someone famous? 

Okay - why hate a 
friend? Are they richer 
than you? Do they do 
things more perfect than 
you? How do they feel 
about you? Ask them. 

An associate - what do 
you hate about them? Are 
they higher on the corpo- 
rate ladder than you? Do 
they make more money? 
Do they associate with the 
higher ups and you don’t? 
Do you want what they 
have? Are you sure? 

A former lover? Do you 
hate them? Why? Were 
they not satisfied with you 
or the reverse? Are they 
with someone you know 
now? Why did they leave 
you or did you leave them? 

If you want them back - 
go for it and suffer more of 
the same! Until you 
change, they certainly 
won't - no need! 

Someone famous - oh, 
that is so easy. How can 
they defend themselves? 
Politicians are the easiest, 
and we can just tag line 
them and who cares. Does- 
n’t even have to be true. 
We listen to all the political 
pundits talking about oh so 
many things and then we 
follow along. 

Why? I guess we don’t 
have anything better to do. 

So, why do we hate and 
get angry? I watch televi- 
sion programs and com- 
mercials, and it seems 
everyone is out to get 
everyone else. Why? 

It seems to be a trend 
today to out-do, out-man- 
age, out-accomplish, etc. 
everyone else for no reason 
but to make ourselves feel 
better. I look at it, and it’s 


far too much work to do 
and keep it up. Everyone is 
at different levels and I 
don’t have the energy to 
outdo them all. The fact 
that people hate and are 
angry takes up so much en- 
ergy and no wonder we are 
so stressed - why don’t we 
figure out what we should 
be enjoying, accomplishing 
and then go and do it - far 
less stress. 

The federal election is 
coming and I watch the 
promos for the different 
politicians vying for seats. 
I either hear about the 
short comings of our prime 
Minister or how another 
short fall is happening. I 
don’t hear about any real 
issues and how these 
politicians are going to 
make a change for us. 
Rather put someone down 
than build their campaign 
up. 

It amazes me how just 
regular people like to talk 
like they know the politi- 
cians and how they have 
failed. Really? I had some- 
one who wanted me to 
change my vote to be 
against Justin Trudeau be- 
cause HE hated him so 
much. He  was_ very 
adamant I should change. 

I finally reminded him 
we live in Canada ,and I 
can vote for whoever I 
want and he doesn’t have 
the right to tell me. He 
wasn’t impressed, so he 
moved on to someone else 
to change their way of 
thinking and then another 
and then more after that. 

So, if you were the politi- 
cian, what would your 
campaign be about? We 
used to have excellent 
health care, but that has 
changed. The environment 
was so fresh and clean - 
now, not so. Everyone 
could afford to buy a house 


and live comfortably - not 
as good for some - for oth- 
ers it is fantastic according 
to some pundits who talk 
about the rich getting 
richer. 

So, what would be lead- 
ing your party on? Look at 
the leader you maybe hate 
and imagine yourself in his 
or her shoes. Careful, there 
are far too many people 
with bad opinions in this 
world. It’s easier that way. 

Your life, if voted into of- 
fice, would not be your 
own any more. You will 
have a full schedule and 
you will have to decide 
what is important not just 
to you but to the country. 

So, do you want the job? 
How many steps and peo- 
ple do you have to go 
through to make changes 
for the better? 

The price of gas has gone 
up because somewhere 
else, the cost of a gallon 
has been estimated higher, 
but our gas comes from 
within our borders. Stock 
prices are up on the mar- 
ket, but is that our stock 
market or someone else’s? 

Our lives and country de- 
pend on the world and 
what is happening out 
there. We have to adapt 
and we have. 

At one time, we thought 
it was strange that John 
Diefenbaker traveled all 
around the world. 

Now Trudeau does that 
regularly. The world has 
changed for us, but our 
values and lifestyle are still 
the reason more countries 
come here to live. So, I 
guess we aren’t doing too 
bad. 

Maybe we need to get off 
our high horse and stop 
hating and start doing. 
Let’s be better by action 
rather than thoughts and 
words. It is time. 
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PWN Was There - United Way Shows Local Love 
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Police support hurricane relief efforts 


When the call came from 
Globalmedic, Detective Ser- 
geant Don Jorgensen was 
quick to join the rapid re- 
sponse team. 

They, like him, are Canadian 
volunteers with Globalmedic, 
who help all around the world 
to aid in the aftermath of dis- 
aster and crisis. 

Most of the volunteers come 
from first-responder profes- 
sions, taking what they do at 
home, abroad. This response 
is critical in an emergency and 
their intervention helps to 
save lives, and reduce suffer- 
ing. 

Jorgensen is currently in the 
Bahamas set up in Nassau. 
While Nassau was not dam- 
aged by the hurricane, it is the 
main hub for business and 
government. He is currently 
running a team of seven Glob- 
almedic rapid response team 
members. 

His job thus far has been to 
liaise with local business peo- 
ple and government represen- 
tatives to get aid in from 
Canada and then out to his 
team in the field. The team is 
currently using mobile water 
purification units set up in the 
City of Freeport as community 
drinking water access sta- 
tions. 

In Bahamas, the fresh water 


is never safe to drink, and 
after the hurricane, much of it 
was further contaminated by 
seawater. They have located 
fresh water wells, and use 
them as a source to produce 
safe drinking water. 

Additionally, they have been 
distributing personal water 
purification and family emer- 
gency kits to people in need on 
Grand Bahama and the island 
of Abaco. 

The Bahamas have been 
evacuating people from the 
two islands hardest hit and are 
setting up IDP camps known 


as tent cities. Don have been 
working with local officials in 
Nassau to equip the camps 
with safe drinking water and 
family hygiene kits. 

When asked why he decided 
to be a part of this organiza- 
tion, Jorgensen said, “As a 
member of a Globalmedic 
rapid response team, we are 
able to get people the help 
they need when they need it 
the most, right after the hur- 
ricane. I have the skills and 
ability to help those in crisis 
and I really feel it is the least I 
can do.” 


| 
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Weekly yard waste collection begins 
throughout Peel 


Weekly yard waste col- 
lection will begin in Peel 
and run through mid-De- 
cember, representatives 
from the region said ear- 
lier this week. 

The annual fall yard 
waste pickup will run 
through Friday, Dec. 13 
for residents in Bramp- 
ton and Mississauga. 

Residents in Caledon 
will continue to receive 
bi-weekly yard waste col- 
lection on their sched- 
uled days, while citizens 
living in rural areas will 
have their yard waste 
picked up on designated 
Fridays. 

Yard waste must be 
placed by the curb by 7 
a.m. on collection days 
and will accepted in yard 
waste bags, and old 
garbage containers or 
blue/grey bins in good 
condition that are clearly 
labelled “yard waste”. 

For more information 
on waste collection 
schedules and the new 
Waste Notification Pro- 


gram, where residents 
can get collection re- 
minders via phone call, 
email or text message, 
visit the Peel Region’s 
Waste website at peelre- 
gion.ca/waste. 
Residents living in the 
area of Malton that is 
currently dealing with an 
infestatin of Asian Long 
Horned Beetles (as per 
the Canadian Food In- 
spection Agency) are 


LANDFILL 


prohibited from moving 
yard waste, nursery 
stock, trees, logs, lumber, 
wood, wood chips and 
bark chips out of the re- 
stricted area. 

Yard waste in this area 
will be collected from the 
curbside on regular 
scheduled collection 
days, but cannot be ac- 
cepted for drop-off at any 
of the Region’s Commu- 
nity Recycling Centres. 


VOICE OF COURAGE: 


LANI ELLIOTT 


THE HOPE 
PROJECT 


27 SEPTEMBER 2019 + 12-3PM 
HOCKLEY VALLEY RESORT 
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Fall fair brings family fun to Terra Cotta 


A celebration of all things 
fall will kick off next month, 
as Credit Valley Conserva- 
tion hosts their fourth an- 
nual Fall Fest on Saturday, 
Oct. 5 and Sunday, Oct. 6. 

The annual festival brings 
a wide assortment of live 
entertainment and activities 
for the whole family to one 
of the region’s most storied 
conservation areas. 

The festival will feature 
wagon rides, a fun zone for 
kids, live music and enter- 
tainment, and a vendors 
marketplace with hand- 
crafted items. 

Food trucks and vendors 
will be in full swing at this 
year’s event, along with 
complementary shuttle 
service to the Cheltenham 
Badlands, which reopened 
last year. 

Bird shows and booths 
will entertain guests young 
and old, while live music at 
the Forest Meadow Pavilion 
will run throughout the day, 
along with special perform- 
ances by roaming magi- 
cians, a scavenger hunt, 
activity booklets, special 
selfie stations, giant-sized 
family games and much 
more! 


“We have a full lineup of 
family fun planned,” said 
CVC con-servation park 
manager Bill Lidster, who 
explained that it’s a great 
event to take in the fall 
colours, enjoy nice weather 
and get inspired by nature. 

Special activities for kids 
include bouncy cas-tles, 
Sunday arts and crafts by 
Artsploration, magic shows, 
face painting and much 
more. 

The event will run from 11 
a.m. - 5 p.m., rain or shine, 
on both days (Oct. 5 & 6). 
Advance online tickets are 
$8 for adults, and $5 for 
children ages 6-14 and sen- 
iors 60 and over. 

Tickets will also be avail- 
able at the gate for $10 for 
adults, and $8 for children 
and seniors. 

Conservation Parks and 
CVC Parks members, plus 
kids five and under, have 
free admission. 

For more information or 
to purchase tickets, visit the 
event website at 
cvc.ca/enjoy-the- 
outdoors/conservation- 
areas/terra-cotta-conservati 
on-area. 
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Revamped Brampton theatre set New fall programs at local 
to open this weekend 


It’s a community-wide cel- 
ebration this weekend, as 
many of Brampton’s her- 
itage sites open up for the 
annual Doors Open Bramp- 
ton event, which runs all 
day Saturday. 

This free community 
event is a day-long celebra- 
tion of Brampton’s finest 
buildings, creative spaces as 
well as artistically and ar- 
chitecturally relevant sites. 

Event attendees will have 
the opportunity to enjoy ex- 
clusive behind-the-scenes 
tours at several unique and 
culturally significant areas 
throughout Brampton. 

The newly-renovated 
Lester B. Pearson Theatre 
will reopen its doors to the 
public during the event, be- 
ginning at 10 a.m. with a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
the site (150 Central Park 
Drive, near the Bramalea 
City Centre). 

Through Brampton's Vi- 
sion 2040 and the Culture 
Master Plan, the city has es- 
tablished a community-dri- 
ven vision for the future of 


arts and culture in Bramp- 
ton, and will host tours 
throughout the day for visi- 
tors. 

Brampton Transit’s San- 
dalwood Facility is another 
stop on the Doors Open 
route. 

The Sandalwood Facility 
represents an award-win- 
ning transit system that fo- 
cuses on customer service, 
provides seamless connec- 
tions to GO Transit, the 
Toronto Transit Commis- 


sion, York Region, and Mis- 
sissauga Transit. 

The facility will be hosting 
registered tours, including 
views of the maintenance of 
buses and even a ride 
through the bus wash! 

Admission is free for both 
events. A full schedule is 
available at 
brampton.ca/EN/Arts-Cul- 
ture-Tourism/Festivals-and- 
Events/Pages/Doors-Open.a 
Spx. 


heritage sites 


It’s officially the fall sea- 
son, so get ready for cooler 
temperatures, mesmerizing 
shades of red, orange and 
yellow and exciting things to 
do at your local museums 
and the Small Arms Inspec- 
tion Building. 

Mississauga will be hosting 
a number of special events, 
tours and exhibitions geared 
towards the whole family: 


Toronto Biennial of Art 
(Until Dec. 1, 2019) 

The Toronto Biennial of Art 
is a 72-day art festival offer- 
ing accessible and transfor- 
mative visual art exhibitions, 
international artists, instal- 
lations, discussions and 
learning opportunities along 
the shores of Lake Ontario. 
The event will run at the 
Small Arms Inspection Build- 
ing every Wednesday - Mon- 
day, from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Admission is free. 


The New Youth Council 
(Every Wednesday until Nov. 


27, 2019) 

The New Youth Council 
welcomes all Mississauga 
youth between the ages of 15 
and 21 to participate in 
weekly creative workshops. 

Held during the Toronto 
Biennial of Art, youth will 
have opportunities to earn 
volunteer hours, go on field- 
trips, build creative net- 
works, work on creative 
projects and meet with 
artists and curators. The 
event runs from 4:30 - 6:30 
p.m. every Wednesday. For 
more information, visit mis- 
sissaugaculture.ca/nyc. 


Halloween: Fantastic 
Beasts of Benares (Oct. 26 & 
27, 2019) 

Featuring all things wiz- 
arding, Fantastic Beasts of 
Benares packs a_ historic 
house with two days full of 
potion making, spell casting 
classes, crafts, games and 
prizes. 

Don't miss out on fun for 
all ages with quill writing in 


invisible ink, an artisans 
market, visits with real life 
beasts, tastes of your 
favourite treats and many 
more magical surprises. Ad- 
mission is $8.81 for adults, 
$6.25 for children ages 312, 
$7.05 for students, with fam- 
ily packages available. The 
event runs from 12 - 4 p.m. 
at Benares Historic House 
(1507 Clarkson Road North). 

For more _ information, 
please visit mississaugacul- 
ture.ca 


Park Your Pumpkin (Nov. 1, 
2019) 

Take your Halloween 
pumpkin out for one last 
hurrah at this pumpkin com- 
posting event! Enjoy some 
music, cider, cookies, family 
activities and a candle lit 
tour of the Bradley House. 
The event will take place at 
Bradley Museum (1620 Orr 
Road) from 6 - 8 p.m. 

For more information, visit 
mississaugaculture.ca. 
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More than 150 com- 
munity advocates took 
to the streets last Thurs- 
day evening to bring 
awareness to the recent 
death of a Brampton 
woman during the an- 
nual “Take Back the 
Night” event, held in 
Ken Whillians Square. 

The event, orgnized by 
the Peel Committee 
Against Woman Abuse 
(PCAWA) had been 
planned for months, but 
its purpose was duly re- 
inforced after an inci- 
dent that took place last 
Monday, Sep. 16 in the 
Checkerberry Crescent 
area. 

Officers responded to 
the area in regards toa 
woman suffering life- 
threatening injuries, 
and located 58 year-old 
Lucja Wojtalski, who 
was rushed to a trauma 
centre but succumbed to 
her injuries in hospital. 

Wojtalski’s husband, 
64 year-old Antoni Woj- 
talski, was located soon 
after and charged in re- 
lation to the incident. 

“The continued loss of 
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women to gender-based 
violence in our commu- 
nity is a deep concern, 
and this woman’s death 
is a profound loss for 
our community,” said 
acting PCAWA coordina- 
tor Reya Dhandhari, 
who spoke about the in- 
cident last week. 
“PCAWA — understands 
that this femicide is not 
an isolated incident; it 
reflects the experience 
of many women in 
Canada.” 

A report released in 
early 2019 by The Cana- 
dian Femicide Observa- 
tory for Justice and 
Accountability (CFOJA) 
calls attention to the 
fact that 148 women and 
girls in Canada were 
killed in acts of gender- 
based violence in 2018. 
That means on average, 
every 2.5 days one 
woman or girl is killed 
in Canada. 

A recent article by 
Macleans states that 
over 80Oper cent of 


women and girls who 
experience domestic vi- 
olence goes unreported. 


“Violence against 
women is an epidemic 
in Canada and this in- 
cludes our community 
in Peel,” said Dhandhari 
last week. 

“This is an unaccept- 
able reality. As a com- 
munity and society, we 
must challenge this re- 
alty by continuing to call 
attention to and act 
against the violence 
women face in their 
daily lives. 

It is our collective re- 
sponsibility to work to- 
gether to create a safe 
and just society for all 
women. Women have 
the right to be safe! This 
violence must stop.” 

Residents who are in 
need of support or any 
woman you know is in 
need of support can con- 
tact contact Interim 
Place’s 24-hour crisis 
line at 905-403-0864, 
or seek support from 
any of our member 
agencies that are listed 
on the PCAWA website 
at www.pcawa.net. 
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Artists wanted for winter 


festival 


The City of Brampton is 
looking for artists and per- 
formers for the 2019 edition 
of the annual Winter Lights 
Festival. 

Interested applicants can 
take part under one of five 
different artistic streams, 
including visual arts (i.e. 
displays, light installations), 
dance (traditional, classical 
or contemporary), multi- 
inter arts, music (pop-up 
performances) or theatre. 

Projects will be selected 
based on artistic merit, orig- 
inality, and their ability to 
integrate within the festi- 
val's scale, spirit, and en- 
ergy. 

They will be curated based 
on their ability to enhance 
the overall festival experi- 
ence, may be local, regional, 
or national. 

Each project selected will 
be allocated an artist’s fee of 
$500. Costs for materials 
and production may be con- 
sidered as part of the pro- 
posal up to an additional 
maximum of $1,500. 


Selected performers and 
artists will be identified as 
official Winter Lights Festi- 
val curatorial 
selections/ programming 
partners of the event. 

Applications will be re- 
viewed by a selection com- 
mittee comprised of staff 
from the City of Brampton 
staff, and evaluated based 
on several criteria indicated 
above. 

The submission of an ap- 
plication form does not 
guarantee participation, as 
space is limited. 

Successful applicants will 
be contacted directly by Oct. 
21 following the evaluation 
process and will be required 
to sign a service contract 
with the city. 

For more information on 
the application, visit the 
Winter Lights Festival web- 
site at 
brampton.ca/EN/Arts-Cul- 
ture-Tourism/Festivals-and- 
Events/Pages/Artist-Opport 
unities.aspx?itemID=2. 
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Brampton Library CEO announces retirement 


It’s a bookend to a storied 
career. 

Rebecca Raven, the CEO of 
Brampton Library, an- 
nounced Wednesday 
evening that she will be re- 
tiring role early next year. 

Raven, who helped shep- 
herd the organization 
through six years of change 
as the city grew and ex- 
panded its services, will 
leave the role on Jan. 31, 
2020. 

In a statement, Brampton 
Library board chair Jaipaul 
Massey-Singh said that it 
was a pleasure to have 
worked with Raven for sev- 
eral years. 

“Her deep knowledge, col- 
laborative nature, and pas- 
sion for the role libraries 
play in a community has in- 
spired many to think boldly 
about the future of Bramp- 
ton Library,” said Massey- 
Singh. 

“Rebecca’s leadership has 
extended beyond the walls 
of our buildings and into the 
community as a whole 
where she and the organiza- 


tion have set an example for 
what partnership and inno- 
vation look like.” 

Having begun the role of 
library CEO in 2013, Raven 
spearheaded a number of 
key initiatives and projects: 

- The 2017-2021 Strategic 
Plan, developed with Board 
and community input, fo- 
cuses on the modernization 
of Brampton’s perceptions 
of public library service, and 
was launched in conjunction 
with a complementary vi- 
sual identity and logo. 

- Springdale Branch Li- 
brary opened in the spring 
of 2018 to accolades from 
the community and beyond. 
The award-winning archi- 
tectural gem welcomes 
more than 1,000 customers 
daily. 

- The On-the-Go Mobile 
Van, launched in 2018, pro- 
vides increased access to 
2ist century digital litera- 
cies by taking technology to 
underserved areas of the 
City. 

- The South West Branch, 
Brampton Library’s eighth 


location, is scheduled to 
open in later this fall. 

- Significant investments 
in staff training and devel- 
opment have ensured staff 
is prepared and eager to 
provide the best, most effi- 
cient library service to the 
community 

- The Library has been 
recognized as an industry 
leader in newcomer settle- 
ment services and innova- 
tive technology partnerships 
- both crucial services in one 
of Canada’s most diverse 
cities. 

“Brampton Library is an 
amazing organization,” 
Raven said Wednesday. “I 
am so grateful to have had 
the opportunity to lead a 
dedicated staff team in the 
provision of exemplary li- 
brary service to the citizens 
of Brampton. 

These are exciting times 
for public libraries in 
Canada and I am proud to 
have contributed to the in- 
novation and resiliency of 
our organization and its em- 
ployees. I extend my sincer- 


est thanks to all the staff, 
board members and _ col- 
leagues that I have had the 
pleasure of collaborating 
with over the years.” 
Beyond Brampton’s bor- 
ders, Ms. Raven has spent 
her 35 year career as a pas- 
sionate advocate promoting 
the critical importance of 
the public library as an es- 


sential element in thriving 
communities. 

She has also served as the 
Co-creator and Program Di- 
rector of PLLeaders, a na- 
tional leadership 
development program co- 
sponsored by the Canadian 
Urban Libraries Council and 
the University of Toronto’s 
iSchool to prepare senior li- 


brary staff for the chal- 
lenges and rewards of public 
library leadership. 
“Although we will miss 
Rebecca dearly, she has set 
Brampton Library on a 
course for continued success 
and I thank her for her sig- 
nificant contributions,” said 
Massey-Singh. 


Former Chief Justice launches memoir 


In her new memoir, Truth 
Be Told, former Chief Justice 
Beverley McLachlin offers an 
intimate and revealing look 
at her life - from her child- 
hood in the Alberta foothills 
to her career on Canada’s 
highest court, where she 
helped to shape the social 
and moral fabric of the 
country. 

McLachlin launched her 
book at the University of 
Toronto’s Mississauga cam- 
pus Tuesday evening, as the 
featured speaker at a new 
annual speaker series hosted 
by the department of philos- 
ophy. 

McLachlin was born in 
rural Alberta and studied 
law and philosophy before 
being called to the bar in 
1969. She was appointed a 
judge in 1981 and joined the 
Supreme Court of Canada in 
1989. In 2000, McLachlin 
became the first woman ap- 
pointed to the role of Chief 
Justice, serving until 2017 - 
the longest-serving Chief 
Justice in Canadian history. 

Throughout her career, 
McLachlin helped to shape 
Canadian law and gover- 
nance, including legislation 
on sex work and mandatory 


minimum prison sentences. 

The book looks at McLach- 
lin's life and delves into con- 
temporary legal and social 
concerns. 

"McLachlin's judicial ca- 
reer has been intertwined 
with the successful integra- 
tion of the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms into our legal 
system,” says Andrew 
Sepielli, an associate profes- 
sor of philosophy, who intro- 
duced McLachlin at the 
event. 

“There's no guarantee that 
such a document will func- 
tion as a true check on elite 
power and popular senti- 
ment, rather than as a way 
to legitimize the stifling of 
disfavoured interests. 
Whether writing for the ma- 
jority or in dissent, Justice 
McLachlin has certainly 
done more than any other 
person to craft the Charter 
into a protection of our high- 
est ideals.” 

Philosophy engages in ab- 
stract thinking about issues 
of fundamental importance 
to human beings, such as 
“What is the nature of our 
freedom? What _ rights 
should we have? What's the 
point of our existence?” says 


Jennifer Nagel, a professor 
of philosophy. “Those are 
the kinds of questions that 
really make a difference to 
people's lives.” 

Nagel notes that the de- 
partment has _ recently 
launched a new minor fo- 
cused on ethics, law and so- 
ciety. 

“There's an_ incredible 
value in having people who 
have thought deeply about 
these questions serving in 
influential roles as Justice 
McLachlin certainly has for 
Canada,” she says. 

Justice McLachlin has 
made decisions that have 
made a huge impact on the 
shape of contemporary 
Canadian society, said Nagal. 
She's somebody who's made 
an enormous difference to 
the kind of country that 
Canada is, and the kinds of 
rights and freedoms that we 
have - for example, the right 
of homosexual couples to 
marry, or the rights that 
Canadians now have with 
respect to medical assistance 
at the time of their death. 
These are landmark deci- 
sions that have an impact 
not just in Canada, but also 
internationally.” 


CACD gets federal grant 


Citizens for the Advance- 
ment of Community Develop- 
ment (CACD) is now offering 
a Black Youth Empowerment 
Initiative to address particu- 
lar challenges faced by Black 
Canadian youth, particularly, 
male. 

This Black Youth Empower- 
ment Initiative, supported by 
funding from the federal gov- 
ernment, was announced at 
the organization’s annual 
meeting last Thursday, and is 
designed to remedy the ex- 
temporaneous factors which 
weigh on at-risk students and 
implement workshops to im- 
prove their academic partici- 
pation, retention, graduation, 
and achievement, while con- 
necting these students with 
community and _ business 
leaders and other profession- 
als as mentors. 

This project will be a six (6) 
months pilot project imple- 
mented during the 2019- 
2020 school year. The 
program will consist of two 
sets of 12-week sessions , 
with each set serving 20 
African Canadian high school 
students. The goal is to have 
40 students complete the 


program over the six-month 
program. 

The 12 workshops per set 
will be made up of a combi- 
nation of presentations and 
group projects. 

After successful completion 
of the workshops, partici- 
pants will celebrate their ac- 
complishments at a 
graduation ceremony that 
will be open to peers, parents, 


mentors, and other commu- 
nity members. 

During the Ceremony, par- 
ticipants will receive a certifi- 
cate of completion, and 
present their projects to the 
community, councillors 
(Cllrs.), members of provin- 
cial parliament (MPPs), 
members of parliament 


(MPs), the Mayor and other 
dignitaries. 
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Dance to the Music from the 30s, 40s, 50s and 60s 
with the George Lake BIG Band 
and Little Peter and the Elegants 


8:00 to 12:00 Dancing 
Port Credit Legion, Br. 82 (upstairs) 35 Front 3t. N., Mississauga 
For Information call: Peter Toller 905-274-6131or Steve Pettator 905-767-2516 


Tickets $30 each, $35 at the door 


on sale (cash only) af: 


mae) or phone Peter 
at 


Ric’s Reco|lecti : 
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